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Message from 

the Principal

 

Message from the principal 

 

Hello everyone. 

The end of 2017 is rushing towards us and final assessment tasks are 

confronting both students and teachers. This time of year is very much about 

focussing on the things that really matter while also keeping an eye on what 

follows these hectic few weeks. This is the time that several of those essential 

skills so necessary for the future of our students, what the Foundation for 

Young Australians’ (FYA) call ‘Enterprise Skills’, come into play. A reminder, 

amongst these skills are the ones most pertinent at this time of year and they 

are; problem solving, teamwork, presentation skills, critical thinking, and 

creativity. 

Those students, who have finely tuned these skills over their time at our 

college and in their previous school life, will positively shine as the demands of assessment task completion, 

Graduation and Formal preparation, as well as considering what the activity of the next school holidays will be or 

indeed, what the challenges of their future after college will be.  If you happen to be one of the very few students 

who haven’t focussed on improving these skills, then now is also the time to seek out those who may be able to 

advise you on how you go about improving them. I use this opportunity to implore students to understand the 

changing world in which we live and into which they will graduate, whether that be this year or over the next two 

years.  

Launched in 2015, the FYA New Work Order research series, encompassing five reports to date, has analysed 

how disruption to the world of work has significant implications for young Australians. The series looks at the 

future that might be confronting young Australians (see https://www.fya.org.au/our-research/#series ) and the FYA 

researchers argue that “By 2030 what we do in every job will change!” and that there will be “… a reduction in 

the need for workers to complete routine, manual tasks; and there will be an increase in the time workers spend 

focussing on people, solving strategic problems and thinking creatively.” According to FYA, this means, “The 

change in work means young people will need to be equipped with the New Work Smarts.” 

So what are these New Work Smarts?  THE FYA state that they are “Smart Learning; Smart Thinking: Smart 

Doing.” (see https://www.fya.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/FYA_TheNewWorkSmarts_July2017.pdf ) Rather than tell you 

too much about the ‘work smarts’, I strongly recommend that parents and students get onto the FYA website and 

read the various reports. They aren’t difficult to read but they are full of simple examples of ways to understand 

and ways that young people might navigate this volatile, uncertain, complex and at times ambiguous world in 

which we live. Go have a read; you won’t be sorry. 

Have a great end of term and enjoy the celebrations. 

Regards  Michael.  
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News 

 

Helen Witcombe wins…… 

 

   

 

The ACT Public Education Awards were conducted at the Australian National Museum on Thursday 9 November 
2017 and Erindale College were proudly represented by Daniel Hawke (Secondary Teacher of the Year) and Helen 
Witcombe (School Leader of the Year). 

Both were contesting in big fields of nominees and both held strong claims for victory. Naturally, we were all 
anxiously waiting for the announcement of the finalists – with only three of the nominees in each category 
getting to this position. 

Then, the big moment arrived. Firstly, the Secondary Teacher of the Year finalists were announced and our 
DANIEL HAWKE was one of three whose photos went up on the big screen. As we all nervously waited for the 
Director General, Natalie Howson, to call the winner’s name, the photo of Dan with Michael Cheika (Australian 
Rugby Coach of the Wallabies) flashed up on the screen. More tense moments as the winner was declared…… oh 
how sad to be close but not get the ‘cup’!  Dan didn’t win but he is a winner in our eyes none-the-less! 

So, one down and one to go! 

The penultimate AWARD was for the School Leader of the Year. A big field of 31 nominees, many of them 
Principals of long-standing and held in high esteem by their school community and by their peers. Helen was 
trembling as she was ‘chuffed’ just to be nominated and even more thrilled to be announced a finalist! 

But, the rest is now history! The call went out that the winner is…. 

Helen Witcombe – Deputy Principal of the Tuggeranong Sustainable Living Trades Training Centre!!!! 

Presented her trophy by the Minister for Education Yvette Berry (pictured with Helen and Natalie above) it took 
some minutes for Helen to respond, such was her shock. It was so fabulous for her to have her Mum, her 
husband and all her children with her as she received the award and celebrated afterwards. Such joy! 

What a winner and so deserved!! Well done Helen and thanks for choosing to do your award-winning leadership 
in our Tuggeranong Network! Our students are very lucky to have you!  
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Annual General Meeting 

 

 

Homestay 
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First Aid Course 

As Semester 1 drew to a close this year, 10 students from the 

Erindale Sports Academy and 5 college staff attended a First Aid 

course provided by Allens Training.  

A big thank you must go to the trainer Ryan who kept the course 

fast paced, fun and very educational. It is very reassuring to know 

a number of our staff and students can assist should an 

emergency arise and we look forward to inviting Ryan back when 

it comes time to renew our qualifications! 

 

 

Drone Training 

Five staff from Erindale College recently attended the Drones 101 for 

Teachers course held at Hedley Beare Centre for Teaching & Learning. 

The course provided attendees with insight on how to incorporate 

Remotely Piloted Aircraft Systems (RPAS) into areas of the curriculum 

such as Science, Technology, Mathematics, Photography, Art and 

Design.  Staff were also introduced to the rules involved in operating 

drones and had a great time trying their hand at flying a DJI Phantom 4 

Pro.  

 

School Travel- NSW 

 

Applications for 2018 School Student Transport Scheme (SSTS) and Term Bus Pass (TBP) travel entitlements are 

now open. 

In coming days students who hold an SSTS entitlement and are changing school, will receive notification by email 

or post informing them of the pending expiry of their entitlement. TBP holders will also receive notification.  

Application needs to be made before 31 December 2017 to ensure entitlement is updated and current card is not 

cancelled. If application is made after the expiry of entitlement (31 December) the system will automatically 

cancel the card and a new one will need to be issued. 

Please note: Students who are changing grade band and are remaining at the same school will not receive 

notification and do not need to reapply.  

Students residing in Rural and Regional (R&R) areas are expected to receive their new travel pass at the 

commencement of the New School Year. Note; not all R&R operators issue passes (often in smaller communities 

where the student is known a pass is not issued). 
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Canberra Milk Support 

 

Canberra Milk 

Erindale College would like to thank Canberra Milk for their 
continued support.  For many years now Canberra Milk has made 
weekly donations to our Mindyigari Centre which is greatly 
appreciate by our staff and students. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Former Erindale College Students 

  

Maiah Rolle-Leiske 

 

Maiah Rolle-Leiske, ex-student at Erindale College, represented the Australian 
Navy as one of the military personnel to unfurl the Australian flag for the opening 
ceremony of the World Cup Rugby League 2017. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grace West 

In some exciting news, recent Erindale College graduate Grace West has 
announced that she has accepted her nomination to run in the Canberra 
leg of the Commonwealth Games Queens Baton Relay on the 26th of 
January next year. 
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End of Year Information 
 

Last Teaching Day 

Year 11 and 12: Friday 24th November 2017 

Year 10: Friday 1st December 2017 

Year 12 Formal 

Where: AIS 

When: 29th November 2017 

Arrivals: 5:30pm (Please enter via Ginninderra Drive) 

Time: 6:30-11:00pm 

Costs: $125.00 

Full Payment Due: Monday 13th November 2017 

 

 

 

Year 12 Breakfast 

When: Wednesday 13th December 2017 

Where: Erindale College Restaurant 

Time: 8:30am 

Year 12 Graduation Rehearsal 

When: Wednesday 13th December 2017 

Where: Erindale Theatre 

Time: 10:00am 

Year 12 Graduation 

When: Wednesday 13th December 2017 

Where: Erindale Theatre 

Time: 5:00pm (Students to arrive by 4:30pm) 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 10 Formal 

Where: Southern Cross Yacht Club 

When: Tuesday 12th December 

Arrivals: 6:30pm for 6:50pm start 

Time: 6:50pm - 10:00pm (Students must be 
collected from the venue by a parent at 10:00pm) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 10 Graduation 

 

 

Where:  Erindale Theatre 

When: Friday 1st December 2017 

Time: 12:00 - 2:00pm 
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Academy news  
 

Cyber War Games Excursion 

 

A good time was had by all while we spectated on 

the cyber war teams from across the nation doing 

some White Hat hacking, improving our Cyber 

security for the country.  The youngsters watched 

and gained an insight into job opportunities in the 

cyber security field.  One of them may be the next 

security specialist, you never know. 

Sam Kairouz 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Merchant of Venice Excursion 

On Wednesday the 18th of October, 23 Erindale College students had the 

opportunity to see a production of William Shakespeare’s “The Merchant of 

Venice” produced by the Bell Shakespeare Company at the Canberra Theatre. 

The play followed the storyline closely, adding its own interpretation and 

twists to keep us as an audience both laughing and in awe. It was also a 

valuable chance for Year 10 Cambridge Literature students to revise the play 

ahead of being tested on it in their Cambridge exams. 

It was interesting to look to the side of the stage and watch the actors change their costumes during the 

performance - this happened in order to keep all 10 actors on the stage at once, even though they weren’t 

involved in the scene.  

The insight we received at the end was brilliant; the actors who portrayed Portia, Jessica, Antonio, Lorenzo and 

the Prince of Arragon sat down and gave the audience an opportunity to ask questions to better understand their 

interpretation of the play.  

Overall, the performance was very well thought out and it was clear to understand even if you had not read the 

play. Everyone enjoyed their big day out and were very impressed by the standard set by the Bell Shakespeare 

Company.  

By Jordyn Kearney (Year 10) 
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Psychology 

Our line 2 Psychology students have had a very informative and value added semester with regular workshops 

run by our school psychologist Lukas Kucharski.   During this time they have had practical everyday discussions 

around the causes and management of human behaviour, particularly relationships.  We hope to continue this 

program next year and thanks to Lukas for making this invaluable experience for students possible. 

 

 

NCSS Coding Challenge 

Several of our students recently took part in the National Computer Science School’s Code “like a ninja” 

Challenge.  For 5 weeks through semester 2, students tackled coding problems that ranged from completing basic 

sums to creating algorithms to encoding spy network telephone numbers, all using the coding language Python.  

It was a tough challenge but a few made it through to the final weeks, with Ben McKeahnie earning a Merit and 

Binbin Ma also receiving recognition for her efforts.  All gained valuable experience in dealing with data and 

information.  Python is a language used for many different purposes such as web applications, scientific research 

and the infrastructure of companies like Google, Facebook and Reddit.  Just one more way that Erindale College is 

helping students to prepare for a diverse new world as the information revolution continues.  

 

 

Astrophysics Q&A 

How do we find out more about planets outside our solar 

system?  How do we learn more about the early universe?  In 

the final days of term 3 we were lucky enough to have two 

representatives from the astrophysics community come to our 

school and present a documentary on the design and role of 

the soon to be launched James Webb Space Telescope.  The 

telescope will conduct a similar role to the aging Hubble space 

telescope, but will do it better in almost every way – being 

bigger, further from earth, cooler, and looking far more 

impressive than Hubble.  The documentary (Into the 

Unknown) can be found online on Youtube.  It was great to 

also have the industry professionals on hand to answer 

questions following the viewing - Elisabete da Cunha (an Astrophysicist working at the Research School of 

Astronomy & Astrophysics at the Australian National University), and Hannah Scherer (the Technical Lead for 

Australian Aerospace programs and previously a Spacecraft Systems Engineer for the James Webb Space 

Telescope) tackled some of the tough questions from our students about the universe, how we know what we 

know about it, and why the James Webb Telescope is so important to learning more.   

A great way to finish off the term.  
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Photography 

 

Students of Erindale College were recognised for their photography talents at the 21st Annual Friends of the 
Botanic Gardens Schools Photography Competition. 

Madison Walker was commended for her piece “Leaf” 

 

 

Shannen Carter was Highly Commended for her piece “Flower” 

 

 

Both girls were awarded certificates for their efforts. All of the work produced by competition entrants is on 
display in the Botanic Gardens Visitor’s Centre until November 12th. They are running a people’s choice award 
with a prize of $50 to the winning student. 

 

 

Well done to all students who submitted work – we had many glorious images but the competition was fierce!! 
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Year 10 P.A.R.T.Y Program 

     

    

 

On Tuesday 31 October our year 10 students went to the Canberra Hospital to take part in the Prevent Alcohol 

and Risk-Related Trauma in Youth Program. 

This program is designed to show students first hand some of the tragic consequences that can occur if they 

participate in risk-taking behaviour. We met a team of doctors, nurses, surgeons, physios and firefighters who 

care for trauma patients. We were fortunate enough to talk to a current patient and met a trauma survivor who is 

still suffering 3 years on.  

The program allowed students to visit different areas of the hospital including the emergency and ICU 

departments where they played out different scenarios. A valuable and enjoyable day was had by all.  
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Sport 
 

National Youth Championships 

Last term Erindale students Keesha 
Kapea (Captain) and Elana Sliwinski 
(Vice Captain) represented the ACT at 
the Australian national touch 
competition in Caloundra. There were 
18 teams representing different regions 
of the country and despite mixed 
results in their pool games ACT 
managed to make the finals of the 
Alliance Cup. 

In the final of the Alliance Cup (which is 
the best of Australia excluding NSW and 
QLD) the ACT team played off against 
SA. After a slow start and going down 3-
0 the ACT team clawed their way back 
to 3-3 just before half time. 
Unfortunately they could not continue 
the fight back and eventually lost 7-5. 

Both Erindale students lead the team all 
week gaining praise from their coaches 
for their leadership and mentoring of 
the younger players. Keesha Kapea was named MVP for the week. 

Well done. 

 

Coerver Senior Girls Select Team Tours Japan 

Congratulations to Chloe Daisley (Year 10 Girls Soccer 
Program) for making the squad to tour Japan in the holidays.  

They played 9 games over 10 days with lots of sightseeing 
also included. Chloe was named one of the tour captains and 
enjoyed the leadership role she had on and off the field.  

She also won the “Player’s Player” award. Although she is 
normally an attacking player she often played in defence as 
the Japanese teams were so strong.  
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Laura Hughes – Junior Matildas 

Congratulations to Laura 
for selection in the Junior 
Matildas.  

The squad competed in AFC 
U-16 WOMEN’S 
CHAMPIONSHIP held in 
Thailand. Unfortunately the 
team didn’t qualify for the 
17’s world cup but Laura 
started two out of their 
three matches.  

In the last game against 
Bangladesh she scored a 
fantastic goal to help the 
team win 3-2. 

 

Erindale Bolt 

Once a year we gather all of the 11 squads that form the Talented 
Sports Program and have a foot race to determine the quickest 
athletes. Each squad is represented for both Girls and Boys. 

This year Jy Clarke (Rugby Union) and Lauren Freeman (Hockey) were 
our winners. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sports Science 

            

Erindale College Sports Science Classes went out to Wanniassa Hills Primary School to coach the Yr1 and Yr4 
students in Soccer, Basketball, Tennis, AFL, Touch Football and Netball.  Thanks to all the students that helped 
out. 

A fun day was had by all.  
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Mixed Netball 

 

On Tuesday 24th October Natalie Keen spent the day at Belconnen Netball Courts with the Erindale Mixed Netball 

teams. 

The students performed very well and were a credit to the school. 

The three teams ended up placing 1st, 3rd and 5th over the course of the day. 

Erindale 3 were convincing winners in their 5th – 6th Playoff, beating Hawker College 13-2. 

Erindale 2 were unlucky not to end up playing in the Grand Final after losing one of the early round games (and 

eventually beating that same team in the Finals) and were knocked out by the Erindale 1 team in the crossover 

semi-final. They went on to win their 3rd – 4th Playoff against Canberra College 8 – 6. 

The Erindale 1 team were undefeated throughout the day, finally winning the Grand Final match against Lake 

Ginninderra College 16-13. 

A big thanks to Sheona Pollard and Tori Elphick (and any others that filled in) for umpiring throughout the day.  

 

Athletics 

On Friday 20th October  the Track and Field athletes from Erindale 

college participated in the ACT Schools Knockout competition. 

The competition is a team based event, which involves a 

minimum of 7 athletes competing across 8 different events and a 

Swedish relay (2x200m, 1x400m, 1x800m) to conclude.  

Erindale entered both a Senior Girls and Senior Boys team on the 

night.  

Unfortunately for our boys there were a number of late injuries, 

which reduced our competition numbers. However the boys 

performed well and ended up with the bronze medal. 

The girls did very well and took out their age group, winning the gold medal! This has qualified the girl’s team for 

the Australian Schools Knockout Championships in Adelaide on the 11th December 2017. 

Congratulations to all those involved in the competition: 

Girls – Courtney Foster, Lauren Freeman, Jess Gregory, Kaylee Gregory, Caitlin Keen, Hannah McPherson and  

Taylah Minto 

Boys – Bjorn Ackland, Lars Koppen, François Le Grange and Josh Torley. 
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Cricket 

Congratulations to the Erindale College 20/20 cricket team 

on winning the competition held on Wednesday 18 October 

at the Mint Oval Deakin and a big thanks to Michael 

O’Rourke from ACT cricket for supporting the team. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cycling  

Congratulations  to Mackenzie Edwardson and Tassie Davies on 
winning the College Cycling Championship on Friday 20 October  at 
Stromlo Forest Park. 

 

 

 

 

 

Volleyball 

Pictured is former TSP student, Jordan Power (left) and Lars Koppen 
(right). Jordan attended Erindale College in 2008-2009 and has since 
travelled the world as an elite Volleyball player; he currently plays 
with the Canberra Heat.  

Jordan came to visit Erindale College to recognise the success of 
current student, Lars Koppen, who recently represented the ACT at 
the National Championships.  

Congratulations to both Jordan and Lars on their success in 
Volleyball. 
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Central Coast 7’s  

Last Friday 27 October four 

Erindale students Keesha 

Kapea, Elana Sliwinski, Soso 

Feaunati and Reece Chin, 

including teacher Dan 

Hawke, were lucky enough 

to meet Rugby royalty and 

Olympic Gold medallists at 

the Central Coast 7’s in 

Gosford. The Erindale 

contingents were 

representing the ACT 

Brumbies 7’s team in 

preparation for the 

upcoming National 

Tournament in December. 

The tournament included 

both the Australian men’s 

and women’s teams which 

took out their respective divisions. The Aussie girls Demi Hayes, Charlotte Caslick and Alicia Quirk were kind 

enough to chat to the up and coming youth players in between their games. Both the ACT Boys and Girls lost in 

the semi-final of the Cup. 

 

 

Indoor Cricket 

 

Congratulations to the Erindale College 
Indoor Cricket side winning the College 
Indoor Cricket carnival.  

We started the day easily with a forfeit 
against Hawker.  

The second game was a good first hit out 
with the team winning 95-26.  

We were then up against Canberra 
College who had also won their first two 
games. It was decided this game would 
double as the final.  

With a solid display the team ran out 
winners 121-53.  

Well done to all the players involved.  
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Baseball 

Congratulations to the Erindale College 
Baseball team winning the College Carnival 
on Friday 3 November against Gungahlin 
College and Mixed colleges sides.  

Erindale went through undefeated in a Skins 
rules tournament winning both of their 
games. 

Congratulation to all players; it was a great 
day of baseball. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you or a family member leave school in 2015 or 2016? 

 

 

 

If you are contacted, please get involved and help the ACT Government and schools provide better 
services for young people in the ACT. Check out last year’s publication at 
http://www.education.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0016/1023370/Post-School-Destinations-and-
Pathways-2016.pdf 

 

http://www.education.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0016/1023370/Post-School-Destinations-and-Pathways-2016.pdf
http://www.education.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0016/1023370/Post-School-Destinations-and-Pathways-2016.pdf
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