
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Integrity | Inclusion | Respect | Excellence | Perseverance 

Erindale College 

Course Guide 2021 



 

WELCOME FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
At Erindale College we value all members of our education community and have an enduring focus on learning in a safe and caring 
environment. We provide a wide range of courses to meet your needs and want to ensure your success. The College Course Guide lists 
courses that enable you to pursue pathways leading to university, further education and direct employment. Details are also available 
on the college website. 
 
We are a proud member of the Cambridge International Education family of schools. Every year, nearly a million Cambridge learners 
from 10,000 schools in 160 countries prepare for their future with an international education from Cambridge. Erindale College is the 
tenth Cambridge International Education School in Australia and is now in partnership with Wanniassa School and Wanniassa Hills 
Primary School to provide a P-12 Cambridge pathway. This exciting adventure offers students the chance to engage with a truly global 
curriculum and assessment regime. Enrolments into the International General Certificate of Secondary Education with Cambridge are 
by application and students are invited for selection into the program.  
 
We have an Academy structure in which curriculum and special programs are grouped. By belonging to an Academy, students have 
the benefit of receiving support and advice from teachers who have an expert professional understanding of the curriculum for the 
particular area of interest. 
 
The Aviation Science course has been introduced to Erindale College as part of our Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics 
(STEM) program. The Aviation Science course provides various career pathways for our students within the aviation industry such as; 
pilots, ground engineers, air traffic controllers, cabin and ground crew. The Erindale STEM program will continue to evolve to 
encompass other courses such as; robotics, drone technology, coding, enterprise education and virtual reality technology. 
 
College Link is designed to provide mentors for students and is based within Academies. College Link is a mandatory course for all 
students. College Link teachers aim to mentor, counsel, and coach students towards success. Attendance is checked and followed-up 
by Link teachers. Academic programs are monitored and managed in consultation with students, parents and the Link teacher. In Year 
12, pathway planning with a well-rounded preparation for the transition beyond Erindale College is a significant component of the 
program. 
 
The incredibly successful Talented Sports Program is a feature of the Erindale Sports Academy. TSP encourages students to develop 
their sporting ability in selected squads with specialised coaching staff while providing a supportive and structured environment in 
which to maximise their academic potential. Our partnerships with professional league teams ensure talent identification and selection 
opportunities. In 2020 Erindale College partnered with Sydney FC to become the second satellite Sydney FC Academy School program 
outside of the Sydney metropolitan area joining Illawarra Sports High School in Wollongong. 
 
The Talented Dance Program is designed to extend and develop the talents of students in the performing art of dance. Students will 
be extended in this challenging course with highly qualified staff and visiting tutors. Students involved in the program will continually 
develop their technique, composition, performance and analytical skills. 
In 2012 Erindale College introduced the Year 10 in College program. To be accepted into the 
Year 10 Program, students must be able to demonstrate talent in (one or more area) of the 
academies, Talented Sports Program or Talented Dance Program, as well as provide evidence 
of high self-management skills, academic success and commitment to their studies. 
 
Erindale College leads exciting initiatives within the Tuggeranong Network of Schools. The 
Tuggeranong Sustainable Living Trades Training Centre allows students access to Certificate III 
pathways in Building Construction, Automotive, Hospitality and Horticulture as well as other 
vocational learning. Erindale College is unique in the ACT in that it is part of the larger Erindale 
Education and Recreation Complex. This complex provides students with access to a modern 
450-seat theatre in which high quality productions are presented both by the college and 
community. 
 
 The Erindale Library, with its very extensive collection, is open all year round. The facilities in 
the Active Leisure Centre, available for student use, include a 25-metre swimming pool and 
fully equipped gym. 
 
We welcome students to our college, and we look forward to helping all celebrate success. 

Jessie Atkins, Principal 
 



 

ERINDALE COLLEGE MISSION STATEMENT 
Our mission is to create a positive, engaging and innovative learning environment that places 
students at the centre of all we do. We aim to build a learning community that fosters a love of 
learning and empowers leadership at all levels in a culture of high expectations. 

We will empower our young people to become successful learners, confident and creative 
individuals, and active and informed citizens. We value strong partnerships with our families and 
broader community, industry and business, and service providers and acknowledge that strong 
partnerships enhance the learning opportunities for our students. 

Our values: 

 Respectful relationships 
 Student voice and engagement in learning 
 High expectations for staff and students that inspires everyone to be their best 
 Safe, supporting and nurturing social and physical environments 
 Quality teaching and learning across a comprehensive, contemporary curriculum 
 Excellence in achievement and student wellbeing which values the development of the 

whole child 
 Effective networks within and beyond the college and constructive and rewarding 

partnerships 
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ENGLISH, HUMANITIES & 
LANGUAGES ACADEMY 

 
ENGLISH COURSES 

Contemporary English A/M 
Essential English A 

English T 
Literature T/CIE 

English as a Second Language T/A 
 

HUMANITIES COURSES 
Accounting T/A* 

Australian & Global Politics T/A* 
Business T/A 

Business Services A/M/V 
Economics T/A* 
Global Studies T 
Legal Studies T/A 

History T/A 
 

LANGUAGE COURSES 
Beginning Chinese T 
Continuing Chinese T 
Advanced Chinese T 

Beginning French T/A 
Continuing French T/A 

Beginning Japanese T/A 
Continuing Japanese T/A 

 

 

MATHS, SCIENCE & INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY ACADEMY 

 
MATHEMATICS COURSES 

Contemporary Mathematics A/M 
Essential Mathematics A 

Mathematical Applications T 
Mathematical Methods T 

Specialist Methods T 
Specialist Mathematics T 

 
SCIENCE COURSES 

Biology T 
Chemistry T 
Flight T/A 

Human Biology T/A 
Physics T 

 
BEHAVIOURAL SCIEENCE COURSES 

Psychology T/A 
Sociology T/A 

Social & Community Work A/M 
 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY COURSES 
Data Science T/A/V 

Digital Products A/M 
Digital Technologies T/A/V/M 

Networking & Security T/A/V/M 
Robotics & Mechatronics T/A/V/M 

 
SPORTS ACADEMY 

 
COURSES 

Certificate III in Fitness E 
Exercise Science T/A 

Health & Wellbeing T/A 
Physical Education A 

Sport, Recreation & Leadership A/V 
Sports Development A 

 

SPECIAL PROGRAMS 
Cambridge International Education 

Compass Program 
Talented Dance Program 
Talented Sports Program 

Year 10 in College Program 

TECHNOLOGY & CREATIVE ARTS ACADEMY 
 

TECHNOLOGY COURSES 
Design & Textiles T/A 

Food for Life A/M 
Furniture Making A/V 
Hospitality Industry C 
Metal Technology A 

Pathways to Work and Learning A/V 
 

CREATIVE ARTS COURSES 
Dance T/A 

Talented Dance Program A 
Design & Emerging Technologies T/A/M* 

Design & Graphics T/A/M* 
Drama T/A 
Media T/A 
Music T/A 

Music Industry C 
Photography T/A 

Visual Arts T/A 

 

*run dependent on student interest 
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THE COLLEGE SYSTEM  
The ACT operates a system of school-based curriculum and assessment within the policy and procedures of the ACT 
Office of the Board of Senior Secondary Studies (BSSS). Certification is based on continuous assessment over years 11 
and 12, with students undertaking their first assessment tasks as early as week 5 in semester 1. The language of the 
BSSS can seem technical and confusing at first so we have clarified some important concepts:  

The College System and Certificate Requirements 

UNITS 

A unit is a structured learning activity that is assessed and reported on. Each unit is attached to a subject area.  

Standard unit: At least 55 hours of study is required to produce one unit. This is usually undertaken at four hours per 
week for a full semester.  

A Half Standard unit: At least 27.5 hours of study is required to produce a 0.5 unit. This is usually undertaken at two 
hours per week for a semester or four hours per week for a term.  

COURSES 

Courses are groups of units in the same subject area.  

Minor – At least 2 standard units. A typical minor is produced by taking one class in a subject area for one year.  

Major – 3.5 to 5 standard units. A typical major is produced by taking one class in a subject area for two years  

Major/Minor – 5.5 to 6.5 standard units. A typical major/minor is produced by completing 7 or 8 classes in a subject 
area over two years. 

Double Major – 7 to 8 standard units. Typically, a double major is produced by completing 7 or 8 classes in a subject 
area over two years.  

Please note: Not all courses have provision for Major/Minors or Double Majors. Students can do more than eight standard 
units in a course, however 8 is the maximum that will count toward the course score and academic package requirements. 

Types of Courses  
TERTIARY (T) COURSES 

T courses are courses which have been approved as preparation for higher education. T course scores are used in 
preparing the Australian Tertiary Admissions Rank (ATAR). 

ACCREDITED (A) COURSES 

A courses are approved courses that are suitable for a general education for students in Years 11 and 12. 

VOCATIONAL COURSES (V) 

Vocational courses are approved Year 11/12 courses designed to provide knowledge and skills directly relevant to an 
area of employment and can lead to further vocational education and training. These courses have a workplace 
component, are recognised nationally and can provide new apprenticeship and traineeship opportunities both during 
and after college. Vocational programs may also be classified as A, T, M or C courses  

REGISTERED (C) UNITS/COURSES 

R units/courses designed to further a student’s social, artistic, sporting, personal development and academic progress.  
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CAMBRIDGE INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION (CIE) COURSES  

CIE courses are courses which have been approved as preparation for higher education and, like Tertiary 
courses are used in preparing the Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR). CIE qualifications are also 
recognised internationally by leading universities and employers. 
MODIFIED (M) COURSES 

M courses are typically T and A courses that have been modified to allow students who satisfy specific 
disability criteria to engage in classes at an appropriate level. 

C COURSES  

C classification is given to a vocational program that is assessed solely using the competencies attached to 
the Certificate I, II or III being undertaken. Scores and grades are not attributed to units in these courses, but 
they do produce standard units.  

EXTERNAL (E) COURSES  

E classification is given to a course that is delivered by an external Registered Training Organisation. Students 
can undertake any kind of vocational training course as part of their package in this way.  

HIGHER EDUCATION (H) COURSES  

H courses are targeted extension programs or first year university programs delivered in partnership with 
higher education providers and are intended to support high achieving students. Erindale College students 
have access to all H courses. 

ACT SENIOR SECONDARY CERTIFICATE 

This is generally completed in two years. However, students can negotiate to complete studies over a 
shorter or longer period. 

To qualify for the ACT Senior Secondary Certificate, students require a minimum of:  

 At least 17 standard units  
 At least four minors in T, A, H, M, C or E courses from at least three different course areas, including 

one English course. 

AUSTRALIAN TERTIARY ADMISSION RANK (ATAR) 

An ATAR is used to assess and compare the results of school-leaving applicants for entry to University. This 
ranking is a number ranging between zero and 99.5 which reports students position relative to all other 
students.  

TERTIARY ENTRANCE STATEMENT (TES) 

The TES is awarded to students who meet the requirement of an ATAR. To qualify students must satisfy the 
following:  

 At least 20 standard units completed  
 At least 18 of these units must be from T, A, H, M, C or E courses 
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These units must be from a course package in one of the following patterns: 

 Three majors and three minors  
 Four majors and one minor 
 Five majors  

A minimum of at least three majors and one minor must be T or H courses.  

Students must sit all components of the Australian Scaling Test (AST), at Erindale College students are 
expected to participate in all AST workshops and trials. 

VOCATIONAL CERTIFICATES 

Students who successfully complete vocational courses are issued with nationally recognised Industry 
Certificates and level I, II or III, or a Statement of Attainment. These qualifications are recognised in all states 
and territories within Australia, and can help to obtain entry into:  

 A related higher-level course with advanced standing, at CIT or other institutions  
 An apprenticeship or traineeship 
 General employment  
 And Australian School Based Apprenticeship (ASBA)  

 

UNIQUE STUDENT IDENTIFIER (USI)  

The Australian Government requires all students undertaking Vocational Training (VET) to have a USI. This 10 
number and letter identifier will allow students to access their VET training records, results and transcripts 
from their online USI account. For more information, refer to www.usi.gov.au. 
CHOOSING COURSES 
Students should choose courses that interest them and provide academic, vocational and employment skills 
suitable for their aptitudes.  

All students are required to study at least two consecutive units of English at T, A or M level. A course in 
Mathematics is strongly encouraged, as evidence of both literacy and numeracy skills is valued by employers 
and continued study of these courses is assumed knowledge in higher education.  

Consider a year 11-12 package as a two-year plan. Subject choices in any given semester should contribute to 
the goals identified for an ‘A’ or ‘T’ package and the pathways they may lead to after completing a college 
program. 
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ENGLISH, HUMANITIES & LANGUAGES ACADEMY 
 
ENGLISH COURSES 
English courses at Erindale College encourage students to become independent users of language by 
developing strategies for effective reading, writing, speaking, listening and viewing.  English is a compulsory 
subject at college, all students must complete two units over their two years at college (minor).  

There are five major courses offered in English: Contemporary English (A/M), Essential English (A), English (T), 
Literature (T), and English as a Second Language (A/T). 

 

HUMANITIES COURSES  
Humanities courses focus on the operation of society, covering: Individual and group behaviour; legal and 
community rights and responsibilities; philosophical and ethical issues; modern and ancient history; business 
and economics. Humanities courses study how people process and document the human experience and their 
place in it. Students examine what it means to be human and learn to ask questions about society and its 
institutions, empowering them to make informed and reasoned decisions for the public good as citizens of a 
culturally diverse interdependent world.  

There are eight major courses offered in Humanities: Accounting (T/A), Australian and Global Politics (T/A), 
Business T/A), Business Services (A/V), Economics (T/A), Global Studies (T), History (T/A) and Legal Studies 
(T/A). 

 

LANGUAGE COURSES 
The study of language helps students to broaden their horizons by accessing the culture and communication 
of another country and can be helpful in any career path which might involve international communication.   
 
There are eight major courses offered in Languages: Beginning, Continuing Chinese and Advanced Chinese 
(T/A); Beginning and Continuing French (T/V); and Beginning and Continuing Japanese (T/A).  

Please note: All language courses will run dependent on student interest 
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CONTEMPORARY ENGLISH (A/M) 

The Contemporary English (A) course provides students an opportunity to increase their skills, knowledge and 
understanding of the English language.  The offered units examine a range of themes and assist students to 
develop transferrable work and communication skills.  

This level of English is offered based on recommendation only and cannot be self-selected by students.   

Unit 1: Contemporary English 1 

This unit focuses on comprehending and responding to a range of texts. Students are encouraged to be vigilant 
in examining the accuracy of information from a variety of contexts in order to understand how everyday 
sources of information such as news, satirical texts and the internet can be consumed.  

Unit 2: Contemporary English 2 

This unit focuses on what it means to have a voice within society. Students are encouraged to look at their 
community involvement and their potential impact on future generations. Students refine their reading and 
writing skills and apply their understanding of written and oral language to create a range of texts.  

Unit 3: Contemporary English 3 

This unit focuses on the purpose of texts and audience consumption. Students are encouraged to analyse, 
question and respond to texts in a personal and logical manner. The purpose of reading, logical decision 
making, and accurate storytelling are evaluated in this unit, where students are taught a variety of strategies 
to assist and evolve their comprehension.  

Unit 4: Contemporary English 4 

This unit focuses on confidence and the importance of presentation. Students are encouraged to enhance 
their research skills and understanding of others. By examining the stories of many, students will understand 
the impact of the past, present and future on individuals, and how each journey can assist in building 
confidence.  
 

ESSENTIAL ENGLISH (A) 

The Essential English (A) course enables students to increase their skills, knowledge and understanding of the 
English language. The course examines a range of themes and includes units which assist students to develop 
work and communication skills.  

Unit 1: Comprehending and Responding 

This unit focuses on comprehending and responding to ideas and information presented in texts from a range 
of contexts. Students are encouraged to connect, interpret and visualise ideas through reading, viewing and 
listening to texts.  Students apply their understanding of language through the creation of texts for different 
purposes in real or imagined contexts, demonstrating their ability to question, reason and determine the 
importance of content and structure.  

Unit 2: Making Connections  

This unit focuses on interpreting ideas and arguments in a range of texts and contexts.  Students are 
encouraged to analyse structure and language features to identify ideas, arguments and values expressed and 
make inferences about the purpose and intended audience of texts across different contexts.  Language and 
literacy skills are demonstrated through the analysis and creation of a range of texts.  
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Unit 3: Understanding Perspectives  

This unit focuses on exploring different points of view across a range of texts and contexts. Students are 
encouraged to analyse attitudes, text structures and language features to better understand the meaning and 
purpose of texts.  Students develop reasoned and persuasive arguments based on their own interpretations, 
and when communicating with others emphasis is on identifying and understanding differing perspectives. 

Unit 4: Local and Global  

This unit focuses on local, community and global issues and ideas presented in texts.  Students are encouraged 
to synthesise information from a range of sources and analyse how ideas, attitudes and values are 
represented. This unit enables students to discuss different perspectives, draw conclusions, negotiate, 
problem solve, persuade and engage for a range of purposes.  When creating their own texts, students 
consider their purpose, representation of ideas and the audience response.  
 

ENGLISH (T)  

The English (T) course prepares students for tertiary study in a range of courses at university or CIT. The course 
looks at a range of themes and types of literature, enabling students to develop work and communication 
skills, and increase their knowledge and understanding of language and literature.  

Unit 1: Communication of Meaning  

This unit focuses on the differences and 
similarities between texts and how 
visual, spoken and written elements 
combine to create meaning.  Students 
are encouraged to consider how 
language, structure and conventions 
operate in a variety of texts.  Through 
responding to and creating texts, 
students apply their understanding of 
stylistic devices, and apply skills of 
analysis and creativity.  

Unit 2: Representations Through Texts 

This unit focuses on whether texts accurately reflect the world as it is, and how language and structural choices 
can shape perspectives. Students are encouraged to examine the effect of stylistic choices, and how these 
position audiences for specific purposes, revealing attitudes, values and beliefs. Through the creation of texts, 
students reflect on their own language choices and consider the representation of their own ideas. 

Unit 3: Comparative Texts  

This unit focuses on the relationships between language and context by comparing texts across several genres 
and modes.  Students are encouraged to analyse the conventions of genre and explore the representations of 
themes, ideas and concepts through a comparison of texts. Students create imaginative, interpretive and 
analytical responses to demonstrate their understanding of different mediums and their effect on 
interpretation.  

Unit 4: Perspectives 

This unit focuses on the relationship content, structure, voice and perspective. Students are encouraged to 
consider different interpretations and perspectives in order to develop their analysis of purpose and style. 
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Through debate and argument, students challenge perspectives, values and attitudes in text, and extend their 
own ideas through reading, viewing and creating texts. 

LITERATURE (T) 

Literature focuses on the study of literary texts, developing students as independent, innovative and creative 
learners and thinkers, who appreciate the aesthetic use of language, evaluate perspectives and evidence, and 
challenge ideas and interpretations. Literature explores how literary texts shape perceptions of the world and 
enable us to enter other worlds of the imagination.  

Unit 1: Ways of Reading and Creating  

This unit focuses on the relationships between language, context, response and individual points of view.  
Students are encouraged to develop their understanding of how different literary conventions relate to 
audiences.  Through detailed textual study, students create analytical, consistent arguments that are 
substantiated by evidence and explore and experiment with aspects of style and form.  

Unit 2: Intertexuality  

This unit focuses on the ways literary texts connect with each other.  Students are encouraged to consider the 
relationships between texts, genres, authors, audiences and contexts by comparing ideas, language and 
structure. Students demonstrate their understanding by creating convincing, evidenced based responses.  

Unit 3: Power of Literature  

This unit focuses on the relationship between language, culture and identity in literary texts.  Students are 
encouraged to inquire about the power of language to represent ideas, events and people; and compare these 
across a range of texts, modes, contexts and forms.  Based on this understanding, students create imaginative 
texts, experimenting with language, adapting forms to challenge conventions and ideas.  

Unit 4: Literary Interpretations 

This unit focuses on the use of language, and the structural and stylistic features that shape meaning and 
influence response.  Students are encouraged to focus on the dynamic nature of literary interpretation, 
considering the insights texts offer, their literary conventions and aesthetic appeal, and how these influence 
audience expectations.  Students demonstrate their increasing independence in interpreting and synthesising 
a range of perspectives into critical and imaginative responses.  
 

ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE (ESL) (T/A) 

English as a Second Language (ESL) courses are suitable for study by students from non-English speaking 
backgrounds. The ESL (A) course enables students to extend their skills and knowledge of English throughout 
their two years at college*. The ESL (T) course enables students to gain the skills and knowledge necessary to 
continue their studies at a tertiary level and is an accepted English for purposes of university entrance.   

*Students with a very limited knowledge of English are advised to complete the New Arrivals Program at the 
Secondary Introductory English Centre before enrolling at Erindale College. The average length of this course 
is six months and enrolment can take place at any time during the year. 

Unit 1: Language & Culture  

This unit focuses on investigating how language and culture are interrelated and expressed in a range of 
contexts. Students are encouraged to explore the relationship between structure, features, context and 
purposes of texts through a variety of oral, written and multimodal modes.  This unit enhances confidence and 



12 
 

 

2021 

broaden students understanding of the sociocultural and sociolinguistic elements of Standard Australian 
English and develop skills for research and further study.  

Unit 2: Perspectives in Texts  

This unit focuses on analysing and evaluating perspectives and attitudes in a range of contexts.  Students are 
encouraged to identify and compare attitudes, values, and culturally based assumptions within texts. 
Strategies for collecting, analysing, organising and presenting information are refined and Standard Australian 
English communication, planning and editing skills are consolidated through the creation of extended oral, 
written and multimodal texts. 

Unit 3: Communication 

This unit focuses on analysing how language 
choices are used to achieve different effects in a 
range of contexts.  Students are encouraged to 
develop Standard Australian English language skills 
for effective communication, so that they can be 
used to describe, inform, express and persuade for 
different purposes and audiences.  Language 
choices are explored through the study and 
creation of oral written and multimodal texts to 
explore the ways attitudes, values and ideas vary 
across cultures, particularly in the Australian 
context.  

Unit 4: Issues and Attitudes 

This unit focuses on analysing, evaluating and using language to represent and respond to issues, ideas and 
attitudes across a range of contexts.  Students are encouraged to independently and collaboratively 
investigate and analyse how language and texts achieve specific purposes and effects.  Standard Australian 
English and communication skills are extended and consolidated through the creation and adaption of oral, 
written and multimodal texts and presentations.  

 
ACCOUNTING (T/A) 

Accounting is the process of recording, reporting, analysing and interpreting financial data, which is then 
communicated to internal and external users to facilitate planning and decision making. The study of 
accounting will enable students to improve their financial literacy through developing a specialised vocabulary, 
with applications in personal, business, financial and government institutions and provide a continuity with 
many tertiary and industry pathways.          

Please note: This course will run dependent on student interest. 

AUSTRALIAN AND GLOBAL POLITICS (T/A) 

Australian and Global Politics is the study of power, influence, authority, legitimacy, conflict and political 
systems at both national and global levels. Through this study, students develop their knowledge and 
understanding of political systems and their impact on the lives of citizens in order to become informed active 
citizens who are empowered to engage in shaping society’s collective future.  

Please note: This course will run dependent on student interest. 
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BUSINESS (T/A) 

The study of Business enables students to develop their knowledge, understanding and skills in a variety of 
disciplines pertaining to employees, employers and consumers in the business environment. Students learn 
strategies to enhance the well-being of citizens locally, nationally and globally through simulations, 
competitions, guest speakers, seminars and excursions.  

Changing Business Environment  

This unit focuses on the ethics and nature of businesses, globalisation and entrepreneurship. Students are 
introduced to the role and significance of business in Australia and are encouraged to concentrate on issues 
involved in starting a business, covering internal and external factors and their impact on local, national and 
international levels.  

Relationship Management 

This unit focuses on various aspects and importance of marketing in business. Students are encouraged to 
explore ethics and marketing; media and communication; marketing and market research.   

 Planning for Current Context  

This unit focuses on various aspects and importance of managing finances and elements of business.  Students 
are introduced to financial planning, operations management and creating business plans.  

Business Challenges 

This unit focuses on the aspects and importance of various types of employment, adapting to change and 
issues affecting business. Students are introduced to change management, common challenges in business 
and developing people.  

Negotiated Study 

This unit enables students to investigate various elective topics in Business not previously studied.  These are 
negotiated to ensure there is no duplication of content.  
 

BUSINESS SERVICES (A/M/V) 

Business Services provides students with the knowledge, skills and understanding of business practices, 
procedures and concepts relevant to working in business environment.  Students cover technical information, 
materials, sustainability and work health and safety as they relate to the Business Industry. Students develop 
analytical, problem solving and decision-making skills in addition to interpersonal and intrapersonal skills 
suitable for employment and further training.  
Provided students meet the requirements, the following Vocational qualifications can also be obtained:  

 BSB10115 Certificate I in Business (for students undertaking an M course only) 
 BSB20115 Certificate II in Business 
 BSB30115 Certificate III in Business  

 
Navigating the Business Environment 
This unit focuses on producing business standard word-processed documents and presentations, providing 
customer service and the procedures and responsibilities relating to workplace sustainability, health and 
safety.  Students learn what is required to interact with others in a work environment, developing self-
management skills and knowledge necessary for success at work. 
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Business Environment & Services  

This unit focuses on engaging with others in a business environment.  Students learn how to use business 
technology and develop oral and written skills to manage conflict and develop effective workplace 
relationships.  

Implementing Best Practice in Business  

This unit focuses on technological skills in the workplace.  Students learn to design and produce documents 
and desktop published articles, in addition to developing keyboard skills to support the creation of a range of 
publications.  

Business Services Pathways  

This unit focuses on organising workplace information, work schedules and monitoring feedback on work 
performance.  Students learn to create simple databases for storage and retrieval of information, and how to 
identify deliver and monitor customer needs, and identify improvements in provisions of customer service.  

 
ECONOMICS (T/A) 

Economics is the study of the actions of individuals and societies, particularly as they relate to choices 
regarding satisfying needs and wants, and the utilisation of scarce resources. Students develop their 
knowledge, understanding and skills to enhance the well-being of all citizens locally, nationally and globally, 
and provides continuity with many pathways into tertiary and industry studies.  

Please note: This course will run dependent on student interest. 
 

GLOBAL STUDIES (T)  

Global Studies is the study of political actors, processes, challenges and opportunities throughout the world. 
The course explores the nature and impact of global politics, and why there is a plurality of views on decisions 
of progress and reform. Students learn to engage meaningfully with different perspectives and challenge their 
own conclusions to become better informed, reflexive and critical global citizens.  

Global Actors 

This unit focuses on the distinctive nature and origin of actors within contemporary global politics.  Students 
use theories to develop an understanding of hierarchies and taxonomies of power; and reflect on their role as 
citizens giving legitimacy to global actors through their decisions and beliefs.  

Global Processes  

This unit focuses on the purpose, nature, and origins of global processes in the international order, and how 
these impact relationships among global actors. Students examine different negotiating processes between 
actors within global anarchy, and reflect upon their place, and their community’s role in working towards the 
common good.  

Global Challenges 

This unit focuses on significant contemporary issues challenging global actors and processes. Students 
examine the impact of political agenda on individuals around the world and critique the subsequent balance 
of power and reflect on their connection to current global challenges.  
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Global Opportunities 

This unit focuses on how progress and change can be achieved by global political action.  Students examine 
how the global system is perceived and used to improve the lives of individuals and communities; and are 
encouraged to consider their preferred future, and how best to achieve this.  

Negotiated Study  

This unit enables students to investigate various elective topics in Global Studies not previously studied.  These 
are negotiated to ensure there is no duplication of content.  
 

HISTORY COURSES (T/A) 
 
History is the study of important past events and cultures that have shaped the world we live in today and 
enables students to develop valuable thinking, writing and speaking skills.  Students may elect to study units 
in Ancient History, Modern History or a combination of both.  

Please note: Units studied will run dependent on student interest 

MODERN HISTORY 

Understanding the Modern World 

This unit focuses on significant developments in the modern period that have defined the modern world, and 
the ideas that underpinned them such as liberty, equality and fraternity.  
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Change in the 20th Century 

This unit focuses on significant movements that brought about change in the modern world and that have 
been subject to political debate. Students focus on the ways in which individuals, groups and institutions have 
challenged authority and transformed society. 

Modern Nations in the 20th century  

This unit focuses on the ‘nation’ as the principal form of political organisation in the modern world; the crises 
that confronted nations in the 20th century; the responses to these crises, and the different paths societies 
have taken to fulfil their goals.  

The Modern World since 1945 

This unit focuses on the distinctive features of the modern world that emerged in the period 1945-2010. It 
aims to build students’ understanding of the contemporary world - that is, why we are here at this point in 
time.  
 
ANCIENT HISTORY 

Investigating the Ancient World 

This unit focuses on the nature of evidence of the ancient past and issues relevant to the investigation of the 
ancient world. The unit involves an investigation of the evidence for an ancient site, individual, group or event 
and how it has been interpreted and represented.  

Ancient Societies 

This unit focuses on how people lived in the ancient world through an investigation of the remaining evidence. 
The unit focuses on the study of significant features of ancient societies, such as slavery, the family, beliefs, 
rituals and funerary practices. 

People, Power & Authority 

This unit focuses on the nature and exercise of power and authority in ancient societies, with reference to the 
evidence of significant political, military, religious and economic features. A focus on the individual as part of 
this unit enables study of the ‘individual influence’ on events and developments.  

Reconstructing the Ancient World 

This unit focuses on a significant historical period to develop an understanding of the relevant institutions, 
practises, key events and individuals of the period though a wide range of sources. This unit allows for greater 
study of the challenges associated with the interpretation and evaluation of evidence. 
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LEGAL STUDIES (T/A) 
Legal Studies explores the institutions and processes of law in a social, economic and political context.  
Students investigate, question and evaluate their personal view of the world and society’s collective future.  
This course seeks to relate the laws in our society to our everyday lives, and makes use of court visits, guest 
speakers, mock trials, debate and seminars to make the subject relevant and meaningful to students. 
Crime, Justice & the Legal System  

This unit focuses on various aspects of the Australian criminal justice system, its limitations to achieve justice 
for all and the tension between community interests and individual rights and freedoms.  Students study the 
criminal justice and political system; prisons and detention; justice and vulnerable people; sentencing; 
incarceration and criminology.  

Civil Law & Resolution of Disputes 

This unit focuses on the various rights and responsibilities that exist between individuals, groups and 
organisations, and the resolution of civil disputes through courts and other mechanisms.  Students study the 
civil, legal and political system; entertainment and the law; business and the law; property and family law; 
employment and civil wrongs.  

Law, Government & Society 

This unit focuses on the legal rights and responsibilities in everyday life from different political, economic and 
social perspectives, and investigates how the law attempts to balance the rights of the individual with the best 
interest of the community.  Students study the Australian legal and political system; birth, life and death; 
consumer law; young people and the law; rights and freedoms.  

International Relations & the Law  

This unit focuses on the significance of Australia’s international legal responsibilities from political, economic 
and social perspectives, and how the law attempts to balance the rights of individual states with their 
responsibilities in the global community.   Students study international relations; international crime, conflicts 
and terrorism; displaced persons; sea, sky, space and environmental law.  

Negotiated Study  

This unit enables students to investigate various elective topics in Legal Studies not previously studied.  These 
are negotiated to ensure there is no duplication of content.  
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CHINESE (T/A) 

Beginning Chinese 

This course enables students to begin the study of the Chinese language. Emphasis is placed on understanding 
and using written and spoken Chinese relating to situations such as travelling, eating and entertainment. Other 
topics include school, the future, the environment and festivals. The course emphasises oral usage but includes 
Chinese script. 

Continuing Chinese 

This course enables students to continue their study of Chinese. The units contain core language work, literary 
and cultural studies, aiming to develop Chinese language skills while providing insight into Chinese culture and 
way of life. The course emphasis is on oral language but includes Chinese script. 

Advanced Chinese  

This course enables proficient students of Chinese to further develop their Chinese language skills. The units 
focus on advanced written and oral communication skills in Chinese and a deeper insight into Chinese culture 
and way of life. 

FRENCH (T/A) 

Beginning French 

This course enables students to begin the study of the French language. Emphasis is placed on understanding 
and using written and spoken French relating to situations such as shopping, travelling, going out and 
discussing interests. Students learn about French culture and French speaking countries. 

Continuing French 

This course enables students to continue the study of French. The units contain core language work, literary 
and cultural studies, aiming to develop French language skills while providing insight into French culture and 
way of life. 

JAPANESE (T/A) 

Beginning Japanese 

This course enables students to begin the study of the Japanese language. Emphasis is placed on 
understanding and using written and spoken Japanese relating to situations such as shopping, travelling, going 
out and discussing interests. Students learn about Japanese culture and Japan. 

Continuing Japanese  

This course (consisting of 4 units) enables students to continue the study of Japanese beyond Year 10. The 
units contain core language work, literary and cultural studies. They aim to develop Japanese language skills 
while providing insight into Japanese culture and way of life

 
All language courses at Erindale College follow the same unit pattern as listed below: 
 
The Individual  

This unit focuses on how relationships and personal experiences shape identity. Students explore ways of 
belonging and reflect upon their own expression of identity through the target language. 
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Society & Community  

This unit focuses on how different language communities are organized. Students learn how to engage in 
diverse cultural practices and consider these in relation to their own and explore how to participate in society 
and the community. 

The Changing World  

This unit focuses on how values and culture shape an understanding of, and interaction with issues that impact 
the world. Students explore, through the target language, challenges and opportunities to share 
responsibilities. 

Diverse Perspectives 

This unit focuses on how culture and language are expressed and appreciated in diverse mediums to 
communicate, sustain and challenge thinking, behaviour and systems. Students examine and demonstrate an 
awareness of perspectives and explore diverse cultural expressions in the arts and sciences.  

Negotiated Study  

This unit enables students to investigate various elective topics in their language course not previously studied.  
These are negotiated to ensure there is no duplication of content.  
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ERINDALE COLLEGE SPORTS ACADEMY 
 The Erindale College Sports Academy offers courses in: Certificate III in Fitness (E), Exercise Science (T/A), 
Health and Wellbeing (T/A/M), Physical Education (A), Sports Development (A) and Sport, Recreation and 
Leadership (A/V). 

 

The Sports Academy facilitates study of the biological, physiological, psychological, social and cultural 
influences on performance and participation in physical activity. Students develop knowledge, 
understanding and skills, including physical literacy competencies, to support them to be resilient, to 
strengthen their sense of self, to build and maintain relationships, and to make decisions to enhance their 
health and physical participation. The Erindale College Sports Academy enjoys the unique advantages 
afforded by the facilities of the Active Leisure Centre. 

 

 

 

CERTIFICATE III IN FITNESS (E)  

The Certificate III in Fitness course is designed for students interested in becoming personal trainers or working 
in the fitness industry.  Students will be trained by qualified staff utilising the Active Leisure Centre facilities to 
support learning. Erindale College is unique in offering this course in the ACT to College students.  Students 
who undertake this course must commit to the full two years of study* and the required course fee**. Upon 
completion, students will attain a Certificate III and direct entry into a Certificate IV in Fitness for further study.   

*students must remain enrolled in this course for two years. i.e. a year 12 student is not eligible to begin this 
course in their final year at college.  

**a one-off $300.00 payment is a requirement for this course.  
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EXERCISE SCIENCE (T/A) 

Exercise science examines biological, biomechanical, physiological and psychological theories and their 
influence on performance and participation in physical activity. Students gain knowledge through experiential 
learning to develop insights into the science underpinning sports performance and movement.  

Anatomy & Physiology of the Human Body  

This unit focuses on the structure and function of musculoskeletal and cardiorespiratory systems, analysing 
how these systems adapt and adjust to the demands of physical activity. Students will investigate functions 
from a cellular to systemic level allowing them to develop an understanding of how each system acts as an 
enabler or barrier to physical performance.  

Factors Affecting Performance 

This unit focuses on the physiological, psychological and behavioural theories that influence athletic 
performance. Students are introduced to factors affecting performance and develop basic insights into the 
science underpinning the management of sports injuries and athletic mindset. Students also examine how the 
extent and intensity of sports participation relates to the incidence of sports injuries and study a range of 
technical and scientific approaches for maintaining the physical and mental wellbeing of athletes. 

Preparation for Training & Performance 

This unit focuses on the factors that influence sports performance. Students critically analyse the effectiveness 
of training and nutritional guidelines and how these contribute to the improvement of athletic performance; 
and explore a variety of training and nutritional principles to develop an understanding of the varying needs 
of community target groups and elite athletes.  

The Body in Motion  

This unit focuses on the biomechanical and physiological principles involved in analysing and interpreting the 
body in motion and energy production. Students will apply a variety of methods used to analyse movement 
patterns, examine the physiological adaptations to exercise and how these adaptions influence athletic 
performance.    
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HEALTH AND WELLBEING (T/A/M) 

Health and Wellbeing is the study of biological, physiological, psychological, social and cultural influences on 
health and broader wellbeing. Students develop the ability to analyse influences and make decisions regarding 
health at an individual, community and global level. Students analyse the nature and purpose of health and 
wellbeing and develop insights into how values, behaviours, priorities and actions reflect the complex contexts 
in which people live. 

Individual Human Health  

This unit focuses on the indicators and determinants of individual health. Students investigate biological, 
behavioural, environmental and social influences on human development and learn to evaluate their impact 
on individual health. Students are encouraged to reflect on personal and social actions that improve health 
outcomes for individuals. 

Health in Australia  

This unit focuses on health promotion in Australia. Students investigate the priority health areas, major causes 
of ill-health and the role of health services in preventing and treating illness in Australia. Students will evaluate 
public and private contributions to Australian health care and explore the different support professions and 
organisations and their role in providing health for Australia. 

Health of Populations  

This unit focuses on the health status of various populations, examining concepts, models, theories and 
principles which can be applied to address health inequities. Students interpret relationships in data which 
explain these disparities across groups, examining different cultural perceptions and approaches to health and 
wellbeing.   

Global Health & Human Development  

This unit focuses on the role of international organisations including the United Nations and World Health 
Organisation in combating inequality. Students explore current issues on global health and review strategies 
designed to promote health and sustainable human development globally, as well as government and non-
government contributions to international health programs.  
 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION (A/M) 

Physical Education (PE) provides students 
with skills and knowledge to maintain 
healthy lifestyles, work with others and 
improve physical and team skills. Through 
theory and practical activities, PE assists 
students in preparing for lifelong physical 
wellbeing. Research studies show 
adolescents with fundamental sports 
skills are more likely to continue physical 
activity later in life. 

Sports Skill Acquisition 

This unit focuses on the acquisition and 
development of sports skills. Students 
apply processes and theories associated with skill acquisition and refinement. They respectfully and safely 
participate in activities in a diverse range of sports, building self-efficacy. 
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Leisure & Recreation 

This unit focuses on students’ understanding of physical activity, recreation and sport from a participatory 
perspective. Students explore activities focused on improving fitness, personal, emotional and physical 
wellbeing and the importance of lifelong physical activity. 

Building & Improving Teams 

This unit focuses on developing skills associated with the enhancement of teams. Students will learn about 
factors affecting performance and implement strategies used to support player’s emotional, social and 
physical development. Students safely participate and apply concepts during a diverse range of activities 
promoting teamwork and collaboration. 

Sport, Activity, Culture & Society 

This unit focuses on a range of sports and physical activities that contribute to individual, societal and cultural 
identity. Students participate in and reflect upon how a variety of culturally diverse sports and physical 
activities impact personal, societal and national identity. 
 
SPORTS DEVELOPMENT (A)  

Entry to this course is based on application only 

The Sports Development course is designed to cater for students who have been selected for the Talented 
Sports Program at Erindale College. Student programs are tailored to meet the individual athlete’s needs and 
sporting requirements in close consultation with identified coaches and sporting organisations, providing 
students with adequate time and access to the facilities they need to develop their specialised skills. 

Personal Development in Sport  

This unit focuses on time-management, lifestyle balance, academic pursuits, training, work and social 
interactions in the context of developing and maintaining an elite athlete.  

Building an Elite Athlete  

This unit focuses on personalising programs, 
individual and/or team development, 
nutrition, psychology and recovery in the 
context of developing and maintaining an elite 
athlete. 

Athletes in Society  

This unit focuses on issues in sport. Substance 
use, expectations of athletes, and the impact 
of different community, national and global 
environments are in the context of developing 
and maintaining an elite athlete. 

Performance Analysis  

This unit focuses on technology in sport, 
including injury management and prevention, 
biomechanics, tactics, game analysis and 
feedback in the context of developing and 
maintaining an elite athlete.  
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SPORT, RECREATION AND LEADERSHIP (A/V) 

Sport, Recreation and Leadership is a vocational course designed to facilitate opportunities for careers in the 
fitness industry.   The course examines recreation in Australian culture; the relevance of physical and 
interpersonal skills; safety and technology; the contribution recreation makes to health and wellbeing; and 
how the industry contributes to individuals and communities. Upon successful completion of this course 
students will gain a Certificate II in Sport and Recreation.  

Sports Coaching & Management 

This unit focuses on the systems in place that provide skills and resources for sports-based activities. Students 
will learn how to manage budgets, build timetables/draws and co-ordinate community events, such as 
sporting carnivals.  Emphasis is placed on planning and communicating to diverse groups, including local 
sporting clubs, officials and participants.  

Community Activities & Events  

This unit focuses on the structure of sectors within the sport and recreation industry. Students study the roles 
and responsibilities of organisations within each sector and the significance for communities. Students will 
apply coaching practices and principles in sport specific training and competition settings, implementing basic 
warm-ups, stretching and cool-down programs to assist clients to prepare for participation and recovery.  

Sport & Recreation Industry  

This unit focuses on the role of the different industry sectors and job prospects within the industry. Students 
are introduced to the work environment with reference to important aspects such as communication, 
workplace health and safety, use of information technology and computer applications.  

Active Lifestyles & Sports Leadership  

This unit focuses on working effectively in a Sport and Recreation environment to plan and deliver individual 
and group exercise sessions that reflect the needs of clients. Students will learn to work effectively with others 
in a team and provide an opportunity to learn how to respond to client needs.  

Structured Workplace Learning  

A Structured Workplace Learning placement is highly recommended for students aiming to achieve the 
Certificate II in Sport and Recreation. An ‘on the job’ Structured Workplace Learning placement is one week in 
duration and enables students to gain experience in sport, fitness and recreation business environments and 
develop knowledge, skills and attitudes that are relevant to the industry. 
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MATHEMATICS, SCIENCE & INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY ACADEMY 
The Mathematics, Science and Information Technology Academy offers courses in: Contemporary 
Mathematics (A/M), Essential Mathematics (A), Mathematical Applications (T), Mathematical Methods (T), 
Specialist Methods (T) Specialist Mathematics (T), Biology (T), Chemistry (T), Flight (T/A), Human Biology (T/A) 
Physics (T), Psychology (T/A), Sociology (T/A) and Information Technology (T/A). 

MATHEMATICS COURSES 

Mathematics at Erindale College provides pathways to university, Canberra Institute of Technology and 
other training providers.  Students completing courses in this area learn to use mathematical ideas and 
techniques, collect and analyse data and problem solve.  Transferable skills are gained through 
communicating ideas and information, teamwork, the use of appropriate technology and applied problem 
solving. 

There are six major courses offered in Mathematics: Contemporary Mathematics (A), Essential Mathematics 
(A), Mathematical Applications (T), Mathematical Methods (T), Specialist Methods (T) and Specialist 
Mathematics. 

SCIENCE COURSES 

Science is a prerequisite subject for further studies and employment in engineering, architecture, 
environmental studies, and health sciences (including nursing, medicine and dentistry).  Students with a 
Science subject on their ACT Senior Secondary Certificate are favoured by the Canberra Institute of 
Technology and most trades prefer students with Science in their background.  

There are five major courses available in Science: Biology (T), Chemistry (T), Flight (T/A), Human Biology (T/A) 
and Physics (T), and three additional Behavioural Science Courses: Psychology (T/A), Sociology (T/A) and 
Social and Community Work (A/M). These courses are designed to meet a range of interests, abilities and 
career needs.  

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY COURSES  

Information Technology (IT) courses provide students with the tools and skills required to actively engage in 
a technologically diverse world, encouraging students to make informed, social and ethical decisions when 
using technology and accommodate the rapidly changing nature of IT and the engagement of new and 
emerging technologies.   
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CONTEMPORARY MATHEMATICS (A/M) 

This level of Mathematics is offered based on recommendation only and cannot be self-selected by students.   

This course focuses on developing students’ numeracy skills and their capacity to communicate using 
mathematical language, as well as their ability to interpret mathematical and statistical information.  It also 
aims to improve problem solving beyond college, enhancing numeracy skills students may require in 
employment and in managing personal finances.  

Unit 1: Contemporary Mathematics 

This unit investigates numeracy in the workplace. Topics include income and payroll mathematics, workplace 
problem solving and mathematics for industry and vocational education. 

Unit 2: Contemporary Mathematics 

This unit investigates financial numeracy. Topics include money management, banking, financial planning and 
loans. 

Unit 3: Contemporary Mathematics 

This unit investigates numeracy skills for 
living. Topics include budgeting, tenancy, and 
the mathematics of transport and travel. 

Unit 4: Contemporary Mathematics 

This unit investigates the numeracy skills 
required in health and fitness. Topics include 
mathematics in health, sport, nursing and 
aged care. 
 

ESSENTIAL MATHEMATICS (A) 

Essential Mathematics focuses on using mathematics effectively, efficiently and critically to make informed 
decisions. It provides students with the mathematical knowledge, skills and understanding to solve problems 
in real contexts for a range of personal, workplace, learning and community settings. This subject provides the 
opportunity for students to prepare for post-school employment and further training.  

Unit 1: Essential Mathematics   

This unit provides students with the mathematical skills and understanding to solve problems relating to 
calculations, applications of measurement, the use of formulas to find an unknown quantity and the 
interpretation of graphs.  

Unit 2: Essential Mathematics  

This unit provides students with the mathematical skills and understanding to solve problems that involve the 
representation and comparison of data, percentages, rates and ratios, time and motion.  

Unit 3: Essential Mathematics  

This unit provides students with the skills and understanding to solve problems related to measurement, 
scales, plans and models, drawing and interpreting graphs, and data collection.  

Unit 4: Essential Mathematics 

This unit provides students with the skills and understanding to solve problems that apply to the topics of 
probability, earth geometry and time zones, and loans and compound interest.  
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MATHEMATICAL APPLICATIONS (T) 

Mathematical Applications focuses on the use of mathematics to solve problems in contexts that involve 
financial modelling; geometric and trigonometric analysis; graphical and network analysis; and growth and 
decay in sequences. It also provides opportunities for students to develop systematic strategies based on the 
statistical investigation process for answering statistical questions that involve analysing univariate and 
bivariate data, including time series data.  

Unit 1: Mathematical Applications 

This unit focuses on consumer arithmetic, algebra, matrices, shape and measurement, emphasising the 
application of these skills in a range of practical contexts.  Students review the concepts of rate and percentage 
change in the context of earning and managing money, providing ground for the use of spreadsheets. The unit 
continues and extends the F-10 study of algebra and extends students skills with the concept of similarity and 
associated calculations involving simple and compound geometric shapes.  

Unit 2: Mathematical Applications  

This unit focuses on univariate data analysis, the statistical investigation process, linear equations, graphs and 
applications of trigonometry. Students’ ability to organise and summarise univariate data in the context of 
conducting a statistical investigation are developed and knowledge of trigonometry to solve practical 
problems is extended.  Linear equations and graphs are used to model and analyse practical situations. 

Unit 3: Mathematical Applications 

This unit focuses on bivariate data analysis, growth and decay in sequences, graphs and networks. Student are 
introduced to methods for identifying, analysing and describing associations between variables and to 
generate sequences that can be used to model and investigate patterns of growth and decay in discrete 
situations.  The unit goes on to familiarize students with the language of graphs and the way in which graphs 
can be used to analyse everyday situations. 

Unit 4: Mathematical Applications  

This unit focuses on time series analysis, loans, investments, annuities, networks and decision mathematics.  
Students are introduced to the concepts and techniques of time series analysis; solve practical problems 
associated mortgages and investments; and use networks to model and aid decision making in practical 
situations.  

 

MATHEMATICAL METHODS (T) 

Mathematical Methods is designed to provide students with techniques in abstract reasoning, calculus and 
other mathematical procedures, which provide a foundation for further study in areas where mathematical 
modelling plays a major role.  

There are no formal prerequisites for this course. However, it is expected that students will have satisfactorily 
completed Advanced Level Mathematics (or equivalent) at high school.  

Unit 1: Mathematical Methods 

This unit focuses on algebraic concepts and techniques required for studying functions and calculus. Simple 
relationships between variable quantities are reviewed and used to introduce concepts of a function and its 
graph. The study of probability and statistics begins in this unit with a review of the fundamentals of 
probability, conditional probability and independence. The study of the trigonometric functions begins, radian 
measure is introduced, the graphs of the trigonometric functions are examined and their applications in a wide 
range of settings are explored. 
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Unit 2: Mathematical Methods 

This unit focuses on exponential functions, their properties and graphs; arithmetic and geometric sequences 
and their applications; rates and average rates of change. These concepts are reinforced numerically (by 
calculating difference quotients), geometrically (as slopes of chords and tangents), and algebraically. This first 
calculus topic concludes with derivatives of polynomial functions, using simple applications of the derivative 
to sketch curves, calculate slopes and equations of tangents, determine instantaneous velocities and solve 
optimisation problems.  

Unit 3: Mathematical Methods  

This unit focuses on the study of calculus by introducing the derivatives of exponential and trigonometric 
functions and their applications; basic differentiation techniques and the concept of a second derivative.  The 
unit includes integration, both as a process that reverses differentiation and as a way of calculating areas. The 
fundamental theorem of calculus as a link between differentiation and integration is emphasised. Discrete 
random variables are introduced, together with their uses in modelling random processes involving chance 
and variation. The purpose here is to develop a framework for statistical inference. 

Unit 4: Mathematical Methods  

This unit examines logarithmic function and its derivative, introducing continuous random variables and their 
applications. Probabilities associated with continuous distributions are calculated using definite integrals. In 
this unit students are introduced to one of the most important parts of statistics, namely statistical inference, 
where the goal is to estimate an unknown parameter associated with a population using a sample of that 
population. In this unit, inference is restricted to estimating proportions in two-outcome populations.  

 

SPECIALIST METHODS (T) 

Specialist Methods is similar in content to Mathematical Methods but aims to extend students further than 
the standard Methods course. Specialist Methods focuses on of the use of calculus and statistical analysis. The 
study of calculus in Specialist Methods provides a basis for an understanding of the physical world involving 
rates of change, including the use of functions, derivatives and integrals in modelling physical processes. The 
study of statistics in Specialist Methods develops the ability to describe and analyse phenomena involving 
uncertainty and variation.  

Unit 1: Specialist Methods  

This unit focuses on the basic algebraic concepts and techniques required for a successful introduction to the 
study of functions and calculus. Simple relationships between variable quantities are reviewed, and these are 
used to introduce the key concepts of a function and its graph. The study of the trigonometric functions begins 
with a consideration of the unit circle using degrees and the trigonometry of triangles and its application. 
Radian measure is introduced, and the graphs of the trigonometric functions are examined and their 
applications in a wide range of settings are explored. The study of probability begins with a review of the 
fundamentals and the introduction to the concepts of conditional probability and independence. The study of 
probability and statistics allows students to further develop their counting techniques in combinatorics in 
Specialist Mathematics. 

Unit 2: Specialist Methods  

This unit focuses on exponential functions and logarithms; their inverses are introduced, and their properties 
and graphs examined. Arithmetic and geometric sequences and their applications are introduced, and their 
recursive definitions applied. Rates and average rates of change are examined, followed by the key concept of 
the derivative as an ‘instantaneous rate of change’. These concepts are reinforced numerically (by calculating 
difference quotients), geometrically (as slopes of chords and tangents), and algebraically. This first calculus 
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topic concludes with derivatives of polynomial functions, using simple applications of the derivative to sketch 
curves, calculate slopes and equations of tangents, determine instantaneous velocities, and solve optimisation 
problems.  

Unit 3: Specialist Methods  

This unit focuses on the logarithmic function in more detail. The study of calculus continues by introducing the 
derivatives of exponential and trigonometric functions and their applications, as well as some basic 
differentiation techniques and the concept of a second derivative, its meaning and applications. The aim is to 
demonstrate to students the beauty and power of calculus and the breadth of its applications. The unit 
includes integration, both as a process that reverses differentiation and as a way of calculating areas. The 
fundamental theorem of calculus as a link between differentiation and integration is emphasised and 
derivatives of logarithmic and exponential functions are explored. 

Unit 4: Specialist Methods  

This unit focuses on how simple linear regression is considered for bivariate data. Discrete random variables 
are introduced, together with their uses in modelling random processes involving chance and variation. The 
purpose here is to develop a framework for statistical inference. Continuous random variables are introduced, 
and their applications examined. Probabilities associated with continuous distributions are calculated using 
definite integrals. In this unit students are introduced to one of the most important parts of statistics, namely 
statistical inference, where the goal is to estimate an unknown parameter associated with a population using 
a sample of that population. In this unit, inference is restricted to estimating proportions in two-outcome 
populations.  
 

SPECIALIST MATHEMATICS (T) 

Specialist Mathematics is the only mathematics subject that cannot be taken as a stand-alone subject. It can 
only be taken in conjunction with Specialist Methods 

Specialist Mathematics provides opportunities, beyond those presented in Specialist Methods, to develop 
rigorous mathematical arguments and proofs, and to use mathematical models more extensively. Specialist 
Mathematics contains topics in functions and calculus that build on and deepen the ideas presented in 
Specialist Methods, as well as demonstrate their application in many areas. Specialist Mathematics also 
extends understanding and knowledge of probability and statistics and introduces the topics of vectors, 
complex numbers and matrices.  

Unit 1: Specialist Mathematics  

This unit focuses on the topic of geometry through developing mathematical arguments. This topic also 
provides the opportunity to summarise and extend students’ studies in Euclidean Geometry. Combinatorics 
provides techniques that are useful in many areas of mathematics, including probability and algebra. Vectors 
in the plane provides new perspectives on working with two-dimensional space and serves as an introduction 
to techniques which can be extended to three-dimensional space in Unit 3. These three topics considerably 
broaden students’ mathematical experience and therefore begin an awakening to the breadth and utility of 
the subject. They also enable students to increase their mathematical flexibility and versatility. 

Unit 2: Specialist Mathematics  
This unit focuses on matrices and new perspectives for working with two-dimensional space. Real and complex 
numbers provide a continuation of the study of numbers. Trigonometry contains techniques that are used in 
other topics in both this unit and units 3 and 4. All these topics develop students’ ability to construct 
mathematical arguments. The technique of proof by the principle of mathematical induction is introduced in 
this unit. 
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Unit 3: Specialist Mathematics  

This unit focuses on the Cartesian form of complex numbers. The study of functions and techniques of calculus 
is extended and utilised in the sketching of graphs and the solution of problems involving integration. The 
study of vectors begun in Unit 1 is extended to three-dimensional vectors, vector equations and vector 
calculus, with the latter building on students’ knowledge of calculus from mathematical methods. Cartesian 
and vector equations, together with equations of planes, enables students to solve geometric problems and 
to solve problems involving motion in three-dimensional space.  

Unit 4: Specialist Mathematics  

This unit focuses on the study of differentiation and integration of functions. Techniques are applied to the 
area of simple differential equations, particularly in biology and kinematics. These topics serve to demonstrate 
the applicability of the mathematics learnt throughout this course. Also, in this unit, all of the students’ 
previous experience in statistics is drawn together in the study of the distribution of sample means. This is a 
topic that demonstrates the utility and power of statistics. 
 

BIOLOGY (T) 

In Biology, students develop their 
understanding of biological systems, the 
components of these systems and their 
interactions, how matter flows and energy is 
transferred and transformed in these systems, 
and the ways in which these systems are 
affected by change at different spatial and 
temporal scales. 

 Biodiversity & Interconnectedness  

This unit focuses on abiotic and biotic 
ecosystem components and their interactions. 
Students use classification systems for data collection, comparison and evaluation. Students build on prior 
learning to develop their understanding of relationships between structure and function in a range of 
biological systems. 

Cells & Multicellular Organisms  

This unit focuses on the interdependent components of the cell system and the multiple interacting systems 
in multicellular organisms. 

Heredity & Continuity of Life  

This unit focuses on mechanisms of heredity and the ways in which inheritance patterns can be explained, 
modelled and predicted. Students connect these patterns to population dynamics and apply the theory of 
evolution by natural selection in order to examine changes in populations. 

Maintaining the Internal Environment  

This unit focuses on system change and continuity in response to changing external conditions and pathogens; 
homeostasis and the transmission and impact of infectious disease at cellular and organism levels. Students 
consider the factors that encourage or reduce the spread of infectious disease at the population level. 
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CHEMISTRY (T) 

In Chemistry, students develop their understanding of chemical systems, how models of matter and energy 
transfer and how transformations can be used to describe, explain and predict chemical structures, properties 
and reactions. Erindale College offers 5.5 units of chemistry, allowing students to complete a major-minor.  

An additional 1.5 units are offered over a year and a half to expose students to the chemical theories to succeed 
in the Cambridge International Educational A (CAIE) levels. Students are exposed to the CAIE content that is 
not contained within Units 1-4. 

Chemical Fundamentals  

This unit focuses on models of atomic structure and bonding to explain the macroscopic properties of 
materials, predict their products and explain the energy changes associated with chemical reactions. 

Molecular Interactions and Reactions 

This unit focuses on bonding models and the relationship between structure, properties and reactions. 
Students continue to develop their understanding through consideration of the factors that affect the rate of 
chemical reactions.  

Equilibrium, Acids & Redox Reactions  

This unit focuses on models of equilibrium in chemical systems. Students apply these models in the context of 
acids, bases and redox reactions, including electrochemical cells; and explain and predict how a range of 
factors affect these systems. 

Structure, Synthesis & Design  

This unit focuses on the use models of molecular structure, chemical reactions and energy changes. Students 
explain and apply synthesis processes, particularly with consideration of organic synthesis; and consider 
current and future applications of chemical design principles. 
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FLIGHT (T/A) 

The Flight course provides students with scientific inquiry skills, the capacity for creative and critical thought, 
and scientific literacy that will assist them in pursuing a career in the aviation or other highly technical, science-
based industries. Students explore scientific concepts, build scientific skills and develop scientific literacy 
within an aviation context. The emphasis on technological, scientific and data literacy will support students 
who seek further education in science, engineering and aviation.  

Students who undertake this course at a tertiary level are encouraged to also study Physics and tertiary 
Mathematics. 

Aviation Science  

This unit focuses on the principles underpinning flight. Students examine the history of manned aircraft, the 
physics of flight, lift and control, and the structure of powered and non-powered aircraft. 

Navigating & Flight Planning  

This unit focuses on the principles and practices of aircraft navigation. Students examine the relationship 
between longitude and time, chart reading skills, route planning and the use of radio navigation aids. 

Meteorology & Human Factors  

This unit focuses on meteorology and its applications to aviation. Students examine the limitations of aircraft 
operation and design based on human physiological limitations. 

Commercial Aviation  

This unit focuses on specific aspects of the aviation industry and aircraft operation. Students examine the 
operation of rotary wing aircraft and use mathematics in the quantitative and qualitative observations on the 
physics of flight. 
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HUMAN BIOLOGY (T/A) 

Human Biology covers a wide range of ideas relating to the functioning of the human body. Students relate 
structure to function and learn how integrated regulation allows individuals to survive and maintain 
homeostasis in a changing environment.  The Human Biology course uses the human life cycle to create a close 
link between personal experience and theoretical content for students. Health issues that relate to life cycle 
stages are explored with relation to the structure and function of the human body. This connects theory to 
practice and provides real world examples.  Students investigate how scientific knowledge is used to offer 
valid explanations and reliable predictions, and the ways in which this knowledge interacts with social, 
economic, cultural and ethical factors. Students use scientific inquiry skills to explore relationships and develop 
skills in constructing and using models to describe and interpret data, and to make predictions. 

The Essentials of Human Life  

This unit focuses on the study of human embryonic tissue and its specialisation and development; and the 
health implications and the latest developments in gene therapy and stem cell research. Students explore how 
evidence from multiple disciplines and the use of ICT and other technologies have contributed to developing 
an understanding of the development of the human embryo and the structure and function of tissue types. 

The Ageing Human Body  

This unit focuses on human reproduction, through foetal development and each stage of aging. Students learn 
about the mechanisms of transmission of genetic materials to the next generation, the role of gametes in 
reproduction, the development of the embryo and tests for screening for abnormalities.   

Human Health & the Environment  

This unit focuses on the relationship between environmental conditions and human health, examining 
physical, biological, chemical and social risks. Students investigate the impact of environmental conditions 
upon the health of humans both at the individual and population level.  

Treating the Human Body  

This unit focuses on the exponential growth of research and knowledge about the functioning of the human 
body that informs the Western mode of treating illness and consider alternative ways of treating illness in 
Australia.  Students investigate the traditional methods of diagnosing illnesses and cutting-edge techniques 
and new developments that will potentially allow for treatment of a larger range of ailments. 
 

PHYSICS (T) 

In Physics, students develop their understanding of the core concepts, models and theories that describe, 
explain and predict physical phenomena. Erindale College offers 5.5 units of Physics allowing students to 
complete a major-minor.  

An additional 1.5 units are offered over a year and a half to expose students to the chemical theories to succeed 
in the Cambridge International Educational A (CAIE) levels. Students are exposed to the CAIE content that is 
not contained within Units 1-4. 

Linear Motion & Waves  

This unit focuses on energy production by considering heating processes, radioactivity and nuclear reactions. 
Students investigate energy transfer and transformation in electrical circuits. 

Thermal, nuclear and electrical physics  

In this unit focuses on explaining and predicting linear motion, and investigating the applications of wave 
models to light and sound phenomena. 

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=SSCSBI&t=Validity
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=SSCSBI&t=Reliability
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=SSCSBI&t=Model
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=SSCSBI&t=Data
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=SSCSBI&t=Evidence
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Gravity & Electromagnetism  

In this unit focuses on models of motion in gravitational, electric and magnetic fields. Students learn how 
forces act at a distance and use the theory of electromagnetism to explain the production and propagation of 
electromagnetic waves. 

Revolutions in Modern Physics  

This unit focuses on how shortcomings in existing theories led to the development of the Special Theory of 
Relativity, the quantum theory of light and matter, and the Standard Model of particle physics.  

Materials & Wave Applications  

This unit focuses on extending the topics of the Avogadro Constant, turning effects and Equilibrium of Forces, 
density, pressure, deformation of solids, ideal gases, oscillations, the Doppler Effect, ultrasound, and 
communication. 

Further Electronics  

This unit focuses on extending the topics of Capacitance, sensing devices, electronics, Nuclear Magnetic 
Resonance Imaging (NMRI), rectification, Band Theory and X-Rays. 

 
PSYCHOLOGY (T/A) 

The Psychology course focuses on human cognition and behaviour at the individual level, the differences and 
commonalities between people and how behaviour can be understood in a social and cultural context. A 
knowledge of psychology gives enduring insights into all aspects of the human experience so that students 
gain a deeper understanding both others and themselves.  

Individual Differences 

This unit focuses on differences in human cognition and behaviour.  Students explore the assumptions, 
applications and limitations of psychological research and literature as it pertains to individual differences.  
Key concepts covered in this unit are differences in mental abilities and intelligence; personality’ development’ 
learning and motivation. 

Into the Mind  

This unit focuses on the biological basis of cognition and behaviour.  Students examine how individuals interact 
with the environment as an outcome of biological influences and interactions.  Key concepts covered in this 
unit are sensation and perception; consciousness; memory; emotion and neuroscience.  

Psychology of Wellness 

This unit focuses on the factors that influence physical and mental wellbeing.  Students explore how heredity, 
environmental and biological factors influence wellbeing. Key concepts in this unit are positive psychology, 
mental health, stress, resilience, coping strategies and human relationships.  

Psychology in Society  

This unit focuses on the role of psychology in society.  Students examine how perceptions and interactions 
influence social relationships.  Key concepts covered are attitudes, prejudice, human relationships, social 
influences, forensic psychology and organisational psychology. 
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SOCIOLOGY (T/A) 

The Sociology course helps students understand and think critically about modern society, focusing on 
historical, social, structural and cultural forces that shape everyday life.  Sociology takes a broader approach 
to understanding human behaviour than does Psychology by examining how a society made up of individuals 
works as a whole.  

Identity  

This unit focuses on society at the individual level and the ways people define themselves and their 
relationships with others.  Focus is placed on the ways society classifies and categorizes people at individual 
and group levels, and how individuals can be constrained or empowered through their identification with such 
labels.  

Sociology of Social Justice 

This unit focuses on social issues that lend themselves to activism and debate: uses of equality, justice and 
fairness on a societal scale.  Students are encouraged to explore all sides of a number of issues, acquiring 
information to make informed decisions about the issues that affect them.  

Cultural Icons  

This unit focuses on all levels of culture, and the ideas, institutions and practices that define the ways 
individuals communicate and interact with one another.  Students focus on the way ideas shape social life, 
from mass communication to everyday activities.  

Power & Institutions  

This unit focuses on the social institutions and systems 
that determine the structure of society on a macro level, 
and how this in turn influences life on a micro level.  
Students examine the ‘big picture’ of society and the ways 
in which individual lives are shaped by outside forces.  

 

SOCIAL AND COMMUNITY WORK (A/M) 

Social and Community Work incorporates working with 
children, young people, the elderly, and people with 
disabilities or the community generally, giving students 
invaluable skills and knowledge to assist in entering the 
workforce. This course can provide pathways into 
childcare, aged care, teaching, nursing and youth work.  

Work in Community Services  

This unit focuses on the community and it’s needs. It 
looks at the legislation governing the community service 
industry and the huge variety of jobs and employment 
opportunities in this area. This unit emphasises the 
importance of working in a team environment as well as 
the importance of volunteering in the community. 

Disability & Aged Care 

This unit focuses on the importance of working 
effectively in the disability sector and with diverse 
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people in the community. This unit also investigates the process of ageing, attitudes to ageing and aspects of 
the aged care industry and strategies to empower the older generation.  

Interact with Children  

This unit focuses on the way children develop and the role of play in their learning. Students learn strategies 
to effectively communicate in the health and community service industry as well as the importance of 
organisation in daily work activities. Students also investigate the importance of consistent communication 
with children, the legal and ethical issues associated with work roles, and how to identify and respond to 
children and young people at risk.  

Work with Young People  

This unit focuses on the issues facing young people in the community. It also allows students to develop 
knowledge and skills to respectfully engage with young people and also manage personal stress in the 
workplace. 

 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (T/A) 

Information Technology (IT) courses provide students with the tools and skills required to actively engage in 
a technologically diverse world, encouraging students to make informed, social and ethical decisions when 
using technology and accommodate the rapidly changing nature of IT and the engagement of new and 
emerging technologies.  This course uses problem-solving methodologies, including critical analysis, design, 
development and evaluation to extend interest in digital technologies and provide a basis for further 
education and employment in the IT industry in a range of fields.  Units offered within this course may 
include units from the below courses.  Combinations of units from these courses can be used to create a 
major or a minor in IT.   

Digital Technologies 

Digital assets; digital applications; digital 
solutions; structured project. 

Data Science 

Data presentation and analysis; Big Data 
analysis and techniques; machine 
learning; data research project.  

Robotics & Mechatronics 

Building and programming circuits; digital 
and analog interactions; robotics and 
mechatronic systems; applications of 
robotics.  

Digital Products  

Desktop applications; digital media foundations; managing data and clients; information and technology 
communication workplace practices. 

Networking & Security 

Networking and cybersecurity; network administration and security; designing and securing enterprise 
networks’ cloud and distributed systems.  
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TECHNOLOGY & CREATIVE ARTS ACADEMY 
The Technology and Creative Arts Academy offers courses in: Design and Textiles (T/A), Food for Life (A/M), 
Furniture Making (A/V), Hospitality (C), Metal Technology (A), Pathways to Work and Learning (A/V), Dance 
(T/A), Talented Dance Program (A), Design and Emerging Technologies (T/A/M), Design and Graphics, (T/A/M), 
Drama (T/A), Media (T/A), Music (T/A), Music Industry (C), Photography (T/A) and Visual Art (T/A). 

TECHNOLOGY COURSES 
Technology courses offer a wide a range of practical classes with a strong emphasis on vocational education, 
assisting students to develop the skills and knowledge to pursue a variety of career pathways, lifelong leisure 
interests and independent living.  This area has excellent facilities, including a state of the art fully operational 
training restaurant, commercial kitchen, coffee shop and well-equipped textile, metal and wood workshops.  

There are six major courses offered in Technology: Design and Textiles (T/A), Food for Life (A/M), Furniture 
Making (A/V), Hospitality (C), Metal Technology (A) and Pathways to Work and Learning (A/V). 

CREATIVE ARTS COURSES 
Creative Arts courses at Erindale College strive to develop and continuously build upon the ever-growing 
strength of the visual and performing arts culture within the school and community. Subject specific 
technologies and equipment and proactive, skilled arts educators combine to offer students a number of 
pathways designed to excite their curiosity and provide opportunities to excel in creativity, aesthetic 
appreciation, critical analysis, exhibitions and live performance. 

There are seven major courses offered in Creative Arts: 
Dance (T/A), Talented Dance Program (A), Design and 
Emerging Technologies (T/A/M) Design and Graphics, 
(T/A/M), Drama (T/A), Media (T/A), Music (T/A), Music 
Industry (C), Photography (T/A) and Visual Art (T/A).  

DESIGN AND TEXTILES (T/A) 

Fashion is a changing reflection of the way we are and 
the times in which we live. The Design and Textiles 
Course examines clothing and décor in contemporary 
society. It allows students to creatively express 
themselves through the medium of textiles and explore 
opportunities to develop life-long leisure interests and 
career directions. 

Design Aesthetics  

This unit focuses on aesthetics and design theory. 
Students engage with established methodologies for 
generating creative textile design concepts, to 
investigate and experiment with strategies for idea 
generation and creative product development. 

Design for Communication  

This unit focuses on communication methodologies and 
meanings that effectively disseminate ideas and convey 
visual messages in textiles and design.  
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Design for Purpose 

This unit focuses on how designers create for end purpose. Students engage using a range of textile mediums 
to design and create products with consideration given to needs, purpose and performance. 

Design for Futures 

This unit focuses on the future of design within the context of textiles. Students examine technological tools 
and processes to create products for the 21st century, with special consideration given to sustainability. 

Negotiated Study  

This unit enables students to investigate various elective topics in Design and Textiles not previously studied.  
These are negotiated to ensure there is no duplication of content.  
 

FOOD FOR LIFE (A/M) 

This course is intended for all students who wish to learn more about food, food preparation and other social 
and environmental factors which influence our eating habits. It will enable students to evaluate and discuss 
health issues in connection with our lifestyles and equip them with the knowledge to make better food 
choices.  

Food First  

This unit focuses on food safety and hygiene; culinary terminology and equipment; and the structure and 
sources of food. Students develop the skills to select, store, prepare and serve food effectively and learn about 
the role of food in our society in order to gain a greater understanding of individual’s food choices and the 
role of food in entertaining.  

Nutrition for Life  

In this unit focuses on developing knowledge and skills to make informed decisions about healthy eating. Using 
the abundance of food choices available in the Canberra community, students will learn to identify and 
understand the necessity of choosing a balanced diet for continued wellbeing throughout life.  

Food and Culture in Australia  

This unit focuses on the development 
of food as a part of the differing 
cultures and unique cuisines including 
indigenous foods enjoyed in Australia 
today. Students will also explore the 
variety of foods available within our 
multicultural society and develop skills 
in the preparation of foods from 
different cultures.  

Independent Living  

This unit focuses on ways to place a 
balanced meal on the table with a 
minimum of fuss. Students acquire 
knowledge and skills to make healthy 
food choices as independent adults 
and develop an understanding of the 
requirements for independent living. 
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FURNITURE MAKING (A/V)  

Furniture Making has a strong practical focus, covering workplace health and safety procedures, the use of hand 
and power tools and furniture project construction. Students develop skills and knowledge through the 
manufacture of a number of projects and activities.  This course is a vocational education course, students are 
able to gain a Certificate I in Furnishing which can be used to gain credit towards a trade qualification or further 
study at Canberra Institute of Technology or another Registered Training Organisation.    

Fundamentals  

This unit focuses on the importance of Workplace Health and Safety in an industry environment.  Focus is placed 
on accurate measurements and correct identification and use of basic hand tools and machinery in the 
construction of a simple project. 

Trade Skills 

This unit focuses on developing skills in written and verbal communication while working in a team. Through 
the construction of a project, students enhance their understanding of basic power tools and machinery and 
utilise computer technology to access, input and store information.   

Joinery and Finishing  

This unit focuses on developing an understanding of environmental issues and their impact on the furniture 
making industry.  Students develop skills in preparing surfaces for finishing, the use of solid timber joints and 
participating in environmentally sustainable work practices.  

Project Assembly  

This unit focuses on advanced furniture making techniques.  Students undertake an individual project from 
design to completion to explore the knowledge and practical skills they have gained in communication, use 
hand and power tools, joinery and finishing.  
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HOSPITALITY INDUSTRY (C) 

Hospitality Industry is a C course, assessed by a Registered Training Organisation, focusing on units of 
competency within a nationally recognised vocational qualification and is independent of A-E grading.  
Qualifications gained in this course vary dependent on the combination of units undertaken by students and 
include: Certificate I in Hospitality, Certificate II in Hospitality and Certificate II in Kitchen Operations.  

Hospitality Industry Fundamentals 

This unit focuses on identifying potential hazards and implementing hygiene, health, and safety procedures in 
a professional environment.  Through the preparation of a variety of dishes, students learn appropriate food 
selection, storage and presentation and learn to interact with and assist customers, receive feedback and access 
and update information.  

Industry Kitchen Practices  

This unit focuses on effective workplace relationships through contributions to group activities and dealing 
effectively with issues and conflict.  Knowledge of the selection, preparation and storage of ingredients is 
continued and enhanced by instruction on the cleaning and sanitation of kitchen equipment and premises, 
including service ware and utensils.   

Kitchen Fundamentals  

This unit focuses on using culinary skills effectively by preparing for food service, cooking menu items and 
completing end of shift requirements.  The selection, preparation and storage of food is extended to include 
the production of stocks, sauces, soups, appetisers and salads.  The business side of the industry is also covered, 
with students learning to carry out calculations, prepare estimates and interpret graphical representations of 
mathematical information.  

Kitchen Operations   

This unit focuses on food service and end of shift procedures, extending students skills through the production 
of vegetable, fruit, sandwich, egg and farinaceous dishes.  Students also enhance their handling, packaging and 
service of prepared foods in a professional setting.  
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METAL TECHNOLOGY (A) 

In Metal Technology students use a range of 
tools and specialist equipment to construct 
personal projects. Students enjoy predominantly 
practical work in this course, which is 
supplemented though sketching and theory 
exercises designed to develop technical 
language.  This course aims to provide students 
with appropriate skills, knowledge and attitudes 
to make an informed decision on seeking a 
career in many industries including plumbing, 
building, metal trades, and professions in 
engineering, quantity surveying and 
construction management.  

Working with Metal 

This unit focuses on familiarising students with 
workshop procedures using metal. Students 
learn to work safely with metal products, using 
and naming selected tools and materials 
correctly to follow a given design and complete 
the projects undertaken in this unit. Students 
learn communication skills by following 
instructions, seeking help and recording 
processes as well as strategies to solve 
problems. 

Techniques in Metal Manufacture  

This unit focuses on metal manufacturing skills. 
Students learn the fundamentals of working safely with a variety of metal manufacturing processes including 
gas and arc welding to follow set designs and to learn the use of a range of metal work tools and fabrication 
processes.  

Welding & Cutting Skills 

This unit focuses on welding and mechanical cutting skills. Students learn the fundamentals of working safely 
with gas and arc welding and how to use a range of mechanical cutting machinery and processes and continue 
to develop skills in welding. Students investigate emerging technologies in global metal manufacturing and 
follow a given design to complete the projects undertaken in this unit.  

Metal Project 

This unit focuses on project management skills. Students create a project from a design brief or modify an 
existing design to meet a particular need, using skills such as machining and welding. Students are expected 
to consider the choice of appropriate materials and techniques, the project timeline and the economic use 
of materials.  
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PATHWAYS TO WORK AND LEARNING (A/V) 

This course is designed for students who are seeking preparation for workforce entry or vocational training 
pathways. It aims to provide a foundation for students to improve their literacy, numeracy and digital 
technology skills as well as develop life skills and career planning. This includes developing skills in; 
understanding self, identifying opportunities, demonstrating career enhancing decision making, goal setting 
and actioning plans. This is a vocational education course, students are able to gain a Certificate I Vocational 
Pathways or Certificate II Skills for Work and Vocational Pathways. 

Students will produce a portfolio each semester of study and it is expected that their portfolios will be refined 
as they access further units of study. All students who participate in the course are encouraged to undertake 
at least one structured work learning placement.  

Connect & Work with Others  

This unit focuses on students developing an understanding of themselves as learners, as well as focussing 
students on their own values, beliefs and behaviours and how these may impact on their workplace 
participation and communication. This will include a deep review of discrimination and the role of the Human 
Rights Commission in Australian life and workplaces. 

Pathways to the Future 

This unit focuses on developing and consolidating student pathways planning processes. Students will 
particularly focus on affirmative career planning, the value of work, lifelong learning, skill development, job 
searching skills in a 21st century environment and of decision-making skills around short and long-term 
vocational planning. Students will also focus on the importance of networking in the job market, critically 
examine online profiles, and core skills for work and how to develop these in a variety of environments. 

Skills & Knowledge for the Workplace  

This unit focuses on the basic skills that Australian workers should utilise in a variety of workplace 
environments. Students will explore industrial relations in Australia, including a brief history of this in the 20th 
and 21st centuries. Workplace contexts, rights, roles and protocols will form key elements of the exploration 
of workplace environments. Students will also explore the value of creativity and innovation in the 21st century 
workplace and the importance of these to their long-term career planning. 

Work in a Digital World 

This unit focuses on work in the 21st century and its implications for new job opportunities, work flexibility and 
remote work options. Students will examine ethical and legal issues related to working, particularly in digital 
contexts. There is a deep focus on volunteering in this unit and students will explore the positive mental health 
outcomes that volunteering provides to them, as well as the wider community Students will also examine the 
concept of 21st century literacies and the concept of future proofing their career planning processes.  
 

DANCE (T/A) 

Dance courses at Erindale college enable students to engage with this unique art form through both practice 
and analysis. Through dance performance students learn about the elements of dance, rehearsal, 
choreography, compositional principles and technical and performance skills in order to engage the 
audience. In responding critically to dance performances, students learn about the roles of choreographer, 
dancer, audience and critic and develop a critical appreciation of techniques, conventions and meaning as 
well as the social, cultural and historical significance of dance.  

Please note: Units offered within this course are dependent on student interest and may include: 
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Dance Foundations* 

This unit focuses on creating, presenting and 
evaluating dance. Students study the core 
elements of the subject of dance and 
demonstrate knowledge and understanding 
through technical, analytical and composition 
tasks. Students learn, understand and use 
relevant dance terminology, basic anatomical 
and physiological principles, injury causes, 
management and prevention strategies.  

Classical Dance* 

This unit focuses on the study of both Classical 
Ballet and Neoclassical Ballet, recognising the 
historical development of the styles. Students 
study the personal and cultural contexts of these 
styles, such as by analysing the Ballets Russes and its influence on the development of classical dance in 
Australia. 

Contemporary Dance* 

This unit focuses on pioneers of modern dance, postmodern dance and beyond. Students study the technique 
of contemporary dance and create dance using specific elements, compositional processes and choreographic 
devices relating to the style. Students learn about specific modern-dance pioneers such as Martha Graham, 
Merce Cunningham, Jose Limon and Doris Humphrey. They will also explore subsequent contemporary 
choreographers and dance companies, and their contribution to contemporary dance in Australia or overseas, 
such as Meryl Tankard, Alvin Ailey and Graham Murphy. 

World Dance  

This unit focuses on the study of Ritual Dance and dance from other cultures. Students will study cultural dance 
styles and traditions from around the world. They will learn the technical skills to be able to compose and 
perform in a number of styles. Students will demonstrate their understanding of the cultural, historical, 
religious and social contexts of dance and performance in particular societies. 

Dance & Entertainment  

This unit focuses on jazz technique and may also include tap, ballroom, K-pop, commercial and musical theatre 
styles. Students will learn and use terminology relevant to these styles, demonstrate improvement of 
composition and performance skill in those styles and relate the development of musical theatre to current 
dance styles. Students will also develop their knowledge of the origins and development of musical theatre 
and identify key performers and choreographers that influenced the genre, from Bob Fosse, Agnes Demille 
and Jerome Robbins to Wade Robson, Tyce Diorio and Jason Gilkison. 

Dance Production  

This unit focuses on the aesthetic, technical and administrative elements of dance production. Students will 
compose and present one major dance piece in a specific style incorporating all aspects of production and 
performance. Importance is placed on their use of production elements such as costume, lighting, sound and 
performance marketing as well as their performance skill. Students study key practitioners and their works 
(e.g. Chunky Move, Busby Berkly, ADT). This unit may also include the development of the school’s 
performance for the ACT Youth Dance Festival and other school productions. 

Dance & the Media  

This unit focuses on how dance is portrayed in the media and what skills, techniques and equipment are 
needed to record dance for film and television. They will explore the use of the camera as a choreographic 
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tool and the different demands placed on dance performance through the use of technology. Students will 
have access to DV cameras, lights and digital editing suites to produce a recording of their own work on film.  

Dance in the Community  

This unit focuses on the study and development of dance for the purposes of community performance. 
Students will learn about the development of community dance projects, the processes of applying for artistic 
grants and to choreograph appropriate products for community groups involved. Assessments will comprise 
of community performances, interactions with community groups, project planning and analysis and research 
of dance projects in the community. This unit may also include the development of the school’s performance 
for the ACT Youth Dance Festival. 

Dance in Our Time  

This unit focuses on dance styles relevant to our current world, such as Jazz/Funk/Hip-Hop (JFH), hip hop 
and/or Contemporary Dance. Students learn the techniques of various styles and develop and perform original 
work in the genres popular in today’s society. Students evaluate dance in contemporary society recognising 
the social, historical and cultural influences on its development. 

Dance in Australia 

This unit focuses on students developing and 
demonstrating an understanding of 
Australian dance in its theatrical, artistic, 
aesthetic, social, historical, contemporary 
and/or religious contexts. An emphasis will 
be placed on the study of traditional 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander dance 
traditions, styles and techniques as well as 
the influences that have shaped the 
development of dance in Australia, including 
colonial bush dance. They will also evaluate 
the influence of key Australian dance 
companies and practitioners, such as 
Bangarra Dance Theatre, Sydney Dance 
Company and ADT. 

Self-Directed Dance Studies  

This unit may be offered to Year 12 students studying Dance as an A or T course who wish to complete a Major, 
Major Minor or a Double Major. Students must have completed 3 standard units of Dance before undertaking 
this unit. Students may negotiate to undertake a major project in a specific area of interest of their choice. 
Emphasis is placed on linking research and practical studies to areas of study completed in previous units. This 
unit may include study outside of the college. 

Dance Pathways  

This unit looks at applications of dance and the dance practitioner. It is highly recommended that students 
undertaking this unit participate in Work Experience style placement at a suitable dance related business or 
institution.  

* It is recommended that students undertake at least one of these units throughout their studies  
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TALENTED DANCE PROGRAM (A) 

Entry to this course is based on application only 

This is a program of excellence designed to extend and develop the talents of students in the performing art 
of dance. This challenging course extends students with highly qualified staff and visiting tutors.  Students 
involved in the program develop their technique, composition, performance and analytical skills and will have 
the opportunity to prepare for auditions and create show reels for tertiary dance institutions and explore 
other careers in the field of dance. Units in this program are in line with the units of Erindale College’s Dance 
course listed above, though offered at an A level only.  

DESIGN AND EMERGING TECHNOLOGIES (T/A/M) 

Design and Emerging Technologies offers students the opportunity to explore skills and techniques used in 
professional design industries. Students learn how the selection and use of technologies contributes to a 
sustainable and improved future, developing research, computational thinking and communication skills. 
Throughout this course, students consider global perspectives, identifying ethical issues related to 
technology and use design thinking to develop practical skills and develop new ideas.  

Please note: this course will run dependent on student interest. 

DESIGN AND GRAPHICS (T/A/M) 

This course focusses on exploring the purposeful use of technologies and creative processes to produce design 
solutions. Students acquire knowledge and develop skills using technologies and other processes 
appropriately, to design and create graphic solutions. Students engage with emerging technologies, make 
connections with industry, and apply industry standards and practices through the development of their 
projects. Design and Graphics provides pathways in a range of related fields such as architecture, digital 3D 
modelling, industrial design, engineering, interior design, graphic design, furniture design, fashion, jewellery, 
ceramics, textiles, and trade-based careers. 

Please note: this course will run dependent on student interest. 

DRAMA (T/A) 

The Drama course at Erindale College enables students to make meaning of the worlds through enactment in 
order to represent, question and communicate concepts and ideas.  Through performance, students learn 
about the elements of drama, rehearsal strategies, workshopping, improvising, technical and performance 
skills to engage and communicate with an audience.  By responding to the performances of others, students 
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explore theory, elements of production, the roles of directors, actors and playwrights and consider dramatic 
practices, elements genres, styles and production techniques and conventions.  

Please note: Units offered within this course are dependent on student interest and may include: 

Dramatic Explorations  

This unit focuses on introducing college level drama. The emphasis is on communicating confidently and 
creatively to an audience, using dramatic techniques and elements. A range of performance styles, theories, 
spaces and practitioners will be explored through workshop tasks. This unit incorporates scripted, improvised 
and student devised performances and ensembles.  

Voice & Movement  

This unit focuses on students demonstrating their understanding through scripted and devised pieces as 
individuals and ensembles. The voice and body are an actor’s primary tools and this unit is designed so that 
students can explore and refine the way they use these. Erindale College’s Drama program encourages 
students to go beyond using their voice as simply a speaking tool for delivering lines - looking at ways to create 
atmosphere, mood and character through voice technique. Key theorists and principals of physical theatre are 
also studied in order to expand a student’s repertoire of physical communication techniques for the stage. 

Actor & Director  

This unit focuses on the role of an actor and/or director to explore a range of specific techniques and styles 
used to fulfill this role successfully. A range of theories, practices, and styles of expression are be studied. This 
unit allows students to choose, interpret and perform a scripted piece using styles they find personally 
effective in communicating an intended message. Work will be centered on a major group project, with each 
team member focusing on fulfilling their specified role.  

Realism vs. Expressionism  

This unit focuses on Realism and Expressionism through workshops, improvisations, characterizations and 
scripts. The more symbolic style of expressionism is also explored and analyzed in this unit, with a focus on 
the influence this has had on contemporary scripts and performance. This unit caters for the serious actor, 
providing insight into the most influential theorists and practitioners of drama today. 

Modern & Classical Tragedy  

This unit focuses on the physical, vocal and historical world of tragedy. Students explore the changing elements 
of tragedy over time, working with scripts from Classical, Shakespearean and Modern tragedy movements. 
Voice and physical skills are developed and refined so that students are able to communicate the intense 
characters and emotions portrayed in performances of tragedy. This unit will provide opportunities for 
students to develop skills in creating and performing monologues as well as ensemble pieces.  

Performing Shakespeare  

This unit focuses on taking Shakespeare’s words off the page and discovering his scripts as they were initially 
intended to be experienced: on the stage. This unit explores forms and conventions of presenting 
Shakespearean theatre through practical, hands-on workshops. Students explore the complex characters of 
Shakespeare’s scripts; become familiar with the language, terminology and structure of his works; explore 
techniques used in translating Shakespeare for a wide range of audiences; and study the texts’ universal and 
enduring qualities. Students will experience Shakespeare’s work through the creation of their own tasks as 
well as through viewing other companies’ productions. 
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Sound and Light Design & Design for the Stage  

This unit focuses on providing students with the opportunity to explore the fundamental elements of lighting, 
sound, set, costumes, props and/or make-up design for specific scripts and performances. Theory is 
supplemented with hands-on workshops and experience to allow students the opportunity to explore, in 
detail, the effect of colour, space, texture, mood and atmosphere in production – leading to captivating results 
on stage. 

Devising an Ensemble Production 

This unit focuses on working as an ensemble to create and present original theatrical works for an intended 
target audience within the school community or for regional or interstate theatre festivals. The content 
studied is determined by the production requirements and may draw on a wide range of both conventional 
play building techniques and/or specific art forms such as masked theatre, physical theatre or puppetry. 

 
Theatre Production and Performance  

This unit focuses on working collaboratively to develop a polished theatrical production. The unit explores and 
practically applies general principles of a production from all perspectives: performing, directing, design and 
technical production. The unit provides opportunities to create work specifically designed for performance in 
front of a live audience. Focus is on team/ensemble work as part of a cohesive production team. 

Independent Unit (T only) * 

The independent unit provides an advanced year 12 student with the opportunity to explore an aspect or area 
of drama that they have a personal passion for. The unit relies on strong research and performance skills as 
well as a sophisticated grasp of theatre elements explored in previous semesters. These are negotiated to 
ensure there is no duplication of content. 

*In order to qualify for this unit a student must demonstrate a high level of achievement in at least three 
standard units of drama. This is a highly recommended challenge for fourth term, year 12 students intending 
on continuing their study of drama beyond college. 
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MEDIA (T/A)  

The Media course has two main functions: to help students understand the nature of media communications 
and learn how to produce powerful multi-media texts. Students develop this knowledge through the creation 
of practical assignments and through undertaking written and oral analyses of media products. An 
understanding of media and media productions is of substantial benefit to all students who wish to prepare 
for a world impacted by dynamic and influential media technologies  

Media Foundation 

This unit focuses on providing a foundation for the 
commencement of media studies in which the basic 
codes and conventions of communication and 
production are identified and developed. It focuses 
on theory and skill development for the creation of a 
variety of media productions across a range of genres 
and target audiences. Students will evaluate their 
creative process through pre-production, 
production, post-production and distribution.  

Documentary  

This unit focuses on documentary films to study their 
features and understand the processes involved in 
creating documentaries. A variety of documentaries 
and genres such as short documentaries, 
mockumentaries, docudramas and selected 
examples of reality television may be included. 
Students will create their own media product, 
evaluating and reflecting on the process through pre-
production, production and post-production. 
Students will learn and apply practical skills such as 
camera work, editing and post-production sound as 
well as working as part of a team to produce their 
own video documentary.  

Video Production  

This unit focuses on teaching the skills needed to 
make quality video productions. It is designed as an introduction to the industry-standard requirements of 
video production from established creative techniques to organisation and ethical regulations. Students will 
explore a wide variety of techniques related to camera, camera movement, lighting and sound within the 
context of industry expectations in a real or simulated environment. Students will evaluate their creative 
process through pre-production, production and post-production. 

Popular Culture 

This unit focuses on the concept of culture, ideology, systems of representation and the role of media in a 
cultural context. Students will undertake a study of popular culture, its links with media organisations and the 
nature of specific popular culture sectors such as the music industry, cyber culture, augmented reality, 
emerging technologies and mass marketing. A number of social, political and cultural events will be used as 
starting points for identifying and interpreting the sets of rules, codes and conventions which determine 
cultural meaning.  
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MUSIC  
At Erindale College, students can engage with Music as absolute beginners through to experienced players.  
Regardless of the level a student enters, their understanding of music will be developed and challenged 
throughout their time at the college. Through their engagement with the Music course, students will have the 
opportunity to participate in a creative pursuit that enriches their lives well beyond their school years. At 
Erindale College, three distinct music courses are offered: Accredited Music (A), Tertiary Music (T) and Music 
Industry (C). 

MUSIC (A) 

Accredited Music courses are designed for a wide range of students, from beginners to those who have studied 
music in High School, or privately.  With an emphasis on practical music making, students enrolled in the 
Accredited Music Course study a variety of musical styles and their influence on today’s music and society.  
Regular classes in music history, theory and aural help deepen the student’s appreciation of music and their 
understanding of the elements of music.  

MUSIC (T)  

Tertiary Music courses are designed for students who have a background in music and are interested in 
extending their understanding. Through a practical approach to studying music, students rehearse in small 
groups and whole class ensembles, and are required to perform a selection of specific repertoire from the 
following genres for assessment. Students are encouraged to become familiar with scales and chords to 
develop their musicianship and improvisation skills. A broader appreciation of a variety of genres, the artists 
who contributed to these genres, and the place of music in society is developed through listening and history 
classes.  Regular classes in music theory and aural help deepen the student’s appreciation of music and their 
understanding of the elements of music. Students are given a Composition Task in each unit, where they apply 
their theory knowledge and conventions of writing music to their own Composition.   

MUSIC INDUSTRY (C) 

Music Industry is a vocational course in which students work towards achieving a set number of competencies 
each semester.   The Music Industry course focuses on the practical aspects of the Music Industry.  Students 
work individually or form groups in class in which they rehearse repertoire of their own choice.  They are 
required to participate in performances in class throughout the semester, either playing/singing or 
audio/sound.  The theory for this unit covers all aspects of the Music Industry, including occupational health 
and safety, music technology and arts industry knowledge.  

Provided students meet the requirements, the following Vocational qualifications can also be obtained: 
 Certificate II in Music Industry 
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PHOTOGRAPHY (T/A)  

The Photography course is designed to 
inform students on the conventions of 
photography as both producers and 
observers. Through practice, students learn 
about photographic technology, techniques 
and equipment and develop visual literacy 
across a range of photographic styles. Critical 
analysis grounds these sills in knowledge by 
developing a critical appreciation of 
photographic works, genres, styles, 
techniques and conventions.  

Digital Photography  

This unit focuses on basic photographic skills relevant to digital photography, such as using a DSLR camera and 
the basics of Photoshop CC 2015. Students explore the historical development of photography as well as the 
elements of photographic composition. Each student will develop an electronic portfolio of photographs based 
on elements of composition and viewpoint.  

Digital Photographic Practice  

This unit focuses on developing photographic skills relevant to digital photography and a variety of creative 
techniques associated with digital photography and digital manipulation in Photoshop. Students also 
undertake study of 20th century photographers’ work with specific reference to composition and design 
elements. Each student will develop a portfolio of photographs exploring creative applications.  

Contemporary Photography  

This unit focuses on contemporary photographic ideas and allows students to recognise and articulate the 
placement of their own work in that contemporary context. Students explore a range of different digital 
capture devices with the aim of producing a series of images that interpret contemporary issues. Each student 
will investigate advanced lighting and exposure techniques and gain experience in critically evaluating their 
own work.  

Photographic Applications  

This unit focuses on photographic skills relevant to the use of light, exploring both low light and studio light 
applications. Students also investigate the applications of photography in society such as advertising and 
commercial photography and photojournalism. Each student will develop a portfolio of photographs exploring 
both lighting techniques and photographic applications in society.  

Art Photography * 

This unit focuses on the relationship between photography and art, exploring creative applications such as 
performance, installation and conceptual art. Photographic appreciation and theory will study the work of 
contemporary artist photographers. Students negotiate an individual theme and time management program 
in consultation with their teacher. A final folio will be produced with all images suitable for presentation at a 
final exhibition with an emphasis on creative self-expression, technical skills and presentation.  

* Prerequisite: Digital Photography and a minor in Photography  

Photography Negotiated Study  

This unit enables students to investigate various elective topics in Photography not previously studied.  These 
are negotiated to ensure there is no duplication of content.  
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VISUAL ART (T/A) 

The Visual Art course is designed to provide opportunities for beginning and experienced art students to 
improve their technical art-making skills and become creative and critical thinkers. Students will carry out 
teacher and student led practical projects, communicate their processes in a visual diary and support their art-
making practices by studying aspects of art history and critical analysis of art works. 

Please note: Units offered within this course are dependent on student interest and may include: 

Exploring Visual Art  

Exploring Visual Art is available in semester one of each academic year and introduces students to those 
aspects of visual art which are essential for a broad-based Art course. Students will study practical projects 
such as drawing, painting, sculpture and printmaking. The emphasis is on an experimental and imaginative 
approach which revises previous art understanding and introduces new concepts. Art appreciation studies will 
relate to the practical areas of learning and will focus on Australian Art in particular. 

Painting  

This unit focuses on studying and creating artworks as responses to themes, concepts and visual problems. 
Students explore and experiment with a range of painting mediums and are introduced to different painting 
styles such as realistic, perspective, abstract, Australian Aboriginal art, Asian painting and murals. Art 
appreciation studies will relate to the practical areas of learning.  

Sculpture  

This unit focuses on past and present trends in sculpture and installation through a range of sculptural 
techniques and mediums. Students select from carving, modelling, casting, construction, assemblage & 
installation techniques and explore a range of mediums such as clay, stone, plaster, wax, wire, or recycled 
objects in practical investigation work. Art appreciation studies will relate to historical timelines and social 
trends that have impacted on sculpture and installation art.  
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Printmaking  

This unit focuses on a variety of printing techniques such as relief printing, silkscreen printing, monotype and 
etching, to produce a portfolio of prints. Art appreciation studies will relate to the practical areas of learning.  

Drawing  

This unit focuses on drawing skills through a variety of mixed media responding to ideas generated through 
personal aesthetics and decisions. Students select appropriate techniques to independently develop a project 
or body of work and look at art movements, cultures and technologies (including animation) through the study 
of drawings. 

Illustration  

This unit focuses on illustration as an area of graphic design, artistic expression and communication. Using 
drawing techniques, the print media, and animation of simple images, students will experience and evaluate 
the work of artists and designers in history, from other cultures and current technologies. 

Protest Art  

This unit focuses on the power of Protest Art throughout history and how it is used in today’s current media. 
Students look at ethical issues such as Art Versus Propaganda and the relationship between the Arts and 
Media. Image and text will be manipulated in a variety of media including print, digital, construction and 
illustration to produce major projects in 2D and 3D. 

Culture and Identity  

This unit focuses on thematic approaches to creating artworks, such as Australian identity; stories, myths and 
legends of the past and present; positive and negative stereotypes and how they are used in constructing 
cultural stories; multiculturalism in Australia and the role of tradition; personal stories and family history;  
empathy, alienation and historical timelines. 

Mixed Media  

This unit focuses on art movements, periods and styles, as well as the cultural and technological aspects of the 
use of mixed media. Using mixed media to create artworks, students will learn techniques of application.  
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CAMBRIDGE INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION  
Erindale College is a Cambridge International school. Cambridge International Examinations prepares school 
students for life, helping them develop an informed curiosity and a lasting passion for learning. 

Cambridge international qualifications are recognised by the world’s best universities and employers as 
giving students a wide range of options in their education and career. Their programs and qualifications set 
the global standard for international education and are created by subject experts, rooted in academic 
rigour reflecting the latest educational research. 

Every year, nearly a million Cambridge learners from 10,000 schools in 160 countries prepare for their future 
with an international education from Cambridge. 

Erindale College offers International General Certificate of Secondary Education (IGCSE) to gifted and 
talented students in Year 10 and Cambridge AS and A levels to gifted and talented students in Year 11 and 
12.  

CAMBRIDGE ADVANCED (Year 11 and 12) 

Cambridge Advanced including Cambridge International AS and A Level is typically for students aged 16 to 
19 years who need advanced study to prepare for university and higher education. Cambridge Advanced 
builds on the foundations of the International General Certificate of Secondary Education (IGCSE); although 
students do not need to complete that stage before enrolling in Advanced. Cambridge International A Level 
is typically a two-year course, and Cambridge International AS Level is typically completed in one year. 

Cambridge International AS and A Level aims to develop students’ knowledge, understanding and skills in; 

 In-depth subject content 
 Independent thinking 
 Applying knowledge and understanding to new as well as familiar situations 
 Handling and evaluating different types of information source 
 Thinking logically and presenting ordered and coherent arguments 
 Making judgements, recommendations and decisions 
 Presenting reasoned explanations, understanding implications and communicating them logically 

and clearly 
 Working and communicating in English 

Students use Cambridge International AS and A Levels to gain places at leading universities worldwide 
including Australia, the United Kingdom, Ireland, United States of America, Canada, New Zealand, India, 
Singapore, Egypt, Jordan, South Africa, the Netherlands, Germany and Spain. In countries such as the United 
States and Canada, good grades in carefully chosen Cambridge International A Level subjects can result in up 
to one year of university course credit.  

 

There are seven major courses available in the Cambridge Program: Biology, Chemistry, English language, 
English Literature, Global Perspectives and Research, Physical Education, Physics and Mathematics.  

 

 

 

http://www.cie.org.uk/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-advanced/cambridge-international-as-and-a-levels/index.aspx
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BIOLOGY 

The Biology syllabus includes the main theoretical concepts which are fundamental to the subject, a section 
on some current applications of biology, and a strong emphasis on advanced practical skills. Practical skills 
are assessed in a timetabled practical examination.  

The emphasis throughout is on the understanding of concepts and the application of biology ideas in novel 
contexts as well as on the acquisition of knowledge. The course encourages creative thinking and problem-
solving skills which are transferable to any future career path. Cambridge International AS and A Level 
Biology is ideal for learners who want to study biology or a wide variety of related subjects at university or to 
follow a career in science.  

CHEMISTRY 

Students cover the main theoretical concepts which are fundamental to the subject. Topics include Physical 
chemistry, Inorganic chemistry, Organic chemistry and Applications of chemistry. This course has a strong 
emphasis on advanced practical skills. 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

Students will study a wide variety of different texts, both written and spoken. They gain pleasure and 
awareness of how language works in different ways, for different purposes and for different audiences. In 
addition, they gain skills for life, including: 

 the ability to appreciate how different texts are shaped by their language and style 

 skills in creating their own imaginative and persuasive writing for different purposes and 
audiences 

 skills in researching, selecting and shaping information from different sources 

 the ability to analyse and compare written and spoken texts in close detail 

Please note: this course will run dependent on student interest.  

ENGLISH LITERATURE 

Students will study a range of texts in the three main forms: prose, poetry and drama. Set texts are offered 
from a wide range of different periods and cultures. Students will develop skills of reading and analysis of 
texts and are encouraged to undertake wider reading to aid understanding of the texts studied and learn 
skills of effective and appropriate communication including the ability to discuss the critical context of texts. 

GLOBAL PERSPECTIVES AND RESEARCH  

This course prepares students for positive engagement with our rapidly changing world. Students broaden 
their outlook through the critical analysis of - and reflection on - issues of global significance. This course is 
based on skills rather than on specific content. Learners develop research, thinking, reasoning and 
communication skills by following an approach to analysing and evaluating arguments and perspectives 
called the Critical Path. Collaborative skills are enhanced through participation in a team project. The skills 
gained through study of this course enable students to meet the demands of twenty-first century learning 
and to make a successful transition to study in higher education. 
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COMPASS PROGRAM  
The Compass Program is designed to support students with special needs. It provides individualised and 
diverse learning pathways that promote self-sufficiency and enable our students to acquire the skills they need 
to succeed in school, work and relationships. This is achieved through personalised pastoral care, inclusive 
educational programs, and small group instruction. Compass Program students are encouraged to engage in 
a mix of mainstream classes, small group Compass Program classes and reverse inclusion classes. All Compass 
classes are BSSS courses that have been modified to cater to the needs and strengths of the students in the 
class.   

To qualify for the Compass Program students must have completed Year 10 studies in a disability education 
setting or be assessed by a school psychologist as meeting the criteria for access to a place in the program.   

LIFE, LEISURE & LEARNING 

This course is offered to Compass Program students only. Life, Leisure and Learning provides opportunities for 
students to gain the skills necessary to make a smooth transition to post school options and to participate in 
society in a meaningful and effective manner. There is broad agreement that all young people need a set of 
skills and attributes that will prepare them for both employment and further learning. These skills include 
communication, teamwork, problem-solving, initiative and enterprise, planning and organising, self-
management, learning and technology skills. This course promotes the development of these skills for all 
students, through active engagement in the learning environment, community or workplace experiences. 

FOOD FOR LIFE 

This course is run as a reverse inclusion class. A small number of ‘mentors’ join this class to provide social skill 
development at a peer level. Whilst this is a practically focused course which has been developed for students 
with an interest in food, health and well-being, it also aims to provide students with a platform to practise and 
develop their social skills through organic interactions with their mentors. All students in this reverse inclusion 
class shop, cook, clean, eat and learn together.   
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YEAR 10 PROGRAM  
Erindale College offers a Year 10 program for students who can demonstrate the capacity to start college early. 

To be accepted into the Year 10 Program, students must be able to demonstrate high self-management skills, 
academic success, a commitment to schooling and their suitability for either the Talented Sports Program 
(TSP), Talented Dance Program (TDP) or Cambridge International Education (CIE).   

Students who are interested in the program for 2021 must complete a Year 10 application form, available from 
the Erindale College website, applications become available early in Semester 2. Students are also required to 
complete Reading and Numeracy Testing and attend an interview with the Program Coordinators and/or 
Deputy Principal. 

Students may choose to enrol in a full load, which means classes on all lines, or with parent permission may 
elect a study line. This is particularly advantageous to students with extensive extra-curricular requirements, 
for example intensive sports training, as it allows them to complete revision, homework and assignments 
during school hours. 

Year 10 students who meet all the requirements will be awarded a Year 10 Certificate at the end of the year.  

YEAR 10 CORE SUBJECTS 

Students in Year 10 complete either mainstream Australian Curriculum Mathematics, English, History, Science 
and Physical Education classes, or the Cambridge equivalents. All Year 10 students are enrolled in a Year 10 
Link class where their progress at college is closely monitored and supervised. 

YEAR 10 ELECTIVE SUBJECTS 

In addition to the mandatory core units, students are able to select a number of elective courses, including: 
Year 10 Drama, Year 10 Sports Science and Year 10 Sport and Recreation. Students are also able to select 
subjects from the Year 10 Cambridge Program curriculum, or, upon successful application, either the Erindale 
College Talented Dance or Sports Programs.  

Please note: Elective courses will run dependent on student interest.  

YEAR 10 CAMBRIDGE PROGRAM 

Cambridge International General Certificate of Secondary Education (IGCSE) is the world’s most popular 
international qualification for 14 to 16-year olds. It is recognised by leading universities and employers 
worldwide and is an international passport to progression and success. Developed over 25 years ago, it is tried, 
tested and trusted by schools worldwide. Cambridge IGCSE offers a flexible and stimulating curriculum, 
supported with excellent resources and training. Cambridge IGCSE helps improve student performance by 
developing skills in creative thinking, enquiry and problem solving.  

Opportunities in the Cambridge IGCSE program exist for all Year 10 students. Students are able to study 
Cambridge courses in: English Literature, Mathematics, Combined Science (single line), Coordinated Science 
(double line), Global Perspectives and Physical Education. The Cambridge curriculum is fully integrated with 
the Australian Curriculum.  
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YEAR 10 CORE SUBJECTS 

YEAR 10 ENGLISH  

The Year 10 English course at Erindale College is guided by the Australian National Curriculum. The three 
strands of Literature, Literacy and Language are taught concurrently in both semesters. Students study a 
variety of novels, plays, poetry, short stories and film and are assessed in both receptive (listening, reading, 
viewing) and productive (speaking, writing, creating) modes using the National Curriculum achievement 
standards. 

YEAR 10 HISTORY  

Year 10 History focuses on Australia in the Modern World and provides an overview of the modern period 
along with in-depth studies which may include: Australia’s involvement in World War I; post-war migration to 
Australia;  the civil rights movement in the United States or apartheid in South Africa compared with 
Indigenous rights in Australia; the Cold War and the fall of the Berlin Wall; the influence of globalised American 
culture on Australia and elsewhere; decolonisation of the Asia-Pacific and the growth of environmentalism. 

YEAR 10 MATHEMATICS  

The curriculum for this Year 10 course meets all the requirements of the Australian Curriculum for Year 10 
Mathematics. 

Topics include: Using Units of Measurement; Patterns and Algebra; Data Representation and Interpretation; 
Chance; Geometric Reasoning; Linear and Non-Linear Relationships; Pythagoras and Trigonometry; Money 
and Financial Mathematics. 

On successful completion of this unit students would be well placed to study either Mathematical Applications 
or General Mathematics in Year 11. Student progress is assessed through testing, homework assignments and 
classwork. 
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YEAR 10 MATHEMATICS (EXTENDED) 
The curriculum for this Year 10 course meets all the requirements of the Australian Curriculum for Year 10 A 
Mathematics, which is the advanced strand. 

This level of Mathematics includes advanced concepts for the topics listed for the Year 10 Mainstream 
Mathematics course as well as additional concepts including Real Numbers and Logarithms, Polynomials, The 
Unit Circle and Circle Geometry. 

Further extension is provided to students through the Australian Mathematics Trust Enrichment Series. 
Students in this course will complete enrichment questions designed to develop the essential mathematical 
skills of problem solving and communication, as well as to encourage curiosity about Mathematics. This 
program will be used in conjunction with tests to assess student progress in the unit.  

YEAR 10 SCIENCE  

Students in Year 10 Science study one science unit per term. These units include Biology, Chemistry, Earth and 
Space Science and Physics as per the Australian Curriculum. Through these units students also learn about the 
development, use and influence of science. Students develop the science inquiry skills of questioning, 
predicting, planning and conducting experiments, as well as processing and analysing the data collected and 
evaluating their conclusions. 

YEAR 10 PHYSICAL EDUCATION  

The curriculum for this Year 10 course of study meets all the requirements of the new Australian Curriculum 
for Year 10 Health and Physical Education. Focus areas to be addressed in year 10 may include: alcohol and 
other drugs, food and nutrition, healthy benefits of physical activity, mental health and wellbeing, safety, 
challenge and adventure activities, games and sports, lifelong physical activities and rhythmic and expressive 
movement activities.  

YEAR 10 ELECTIVE SUBJECTS 
YEAR 10 DRAMA  

Students in Year 10 Drama will experience a number of training approaches used to develop a range of modern 
acting skills.  Students explore elements of drama as they investigate characters and characterisation and 
analyse dramatic scripts to understand subtext and motivation. Students also learn about Naturalism as a 
tradition and develop skills in this style of performance, reflecting in writing to evaluate their own work and 
the work of others in order to refine and improve performances and learning. At the end of the unit, each 
student will perform a prepared monologue for a public audience. 
YEAR 10 FOOD STUDIES 

This course is intended for all year 10 students who wish to learn more about food, food preparation and 
other social and environmental factors which influence our eating habits. It will enable students to 
evaluate and discuss health issues in connection with our lifestyles and equip them with the knowledge 
to make better food choices. 

YEAR 10 SPORTS SCIENCE  

Students will study a variety of topics with the aim to prepare them for continuing their study in the year 11 
and 12 Exercise Science course.  Students will examine: Bones, muscles and body systems involved in sporting 
performance, the principles of fitness and training methods, specific dietary requirements for athletic 
performance and the structure and function of the digestive system, energy systems, physiological 
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adjustments to exercise and the physiology of training methods and principles, causes, management, 
preventative measures and rehabilitation procedures associated with sports medicine  and the principles of 
Sports Psychology and the impact this area has on sporting performance. 

YEAR 10 SPORT AND RECREATION 

Sport, Recreation and Leadership is a vocational course designed to facilitate opportunities for careers in the 
fitness industry.   The course examines recreation in Australian culture; the relevance of physical and 
interpersonal skills; safety and technology; the contribution recreation makes to health and wellbeing; and 
how the industry contributes to individuals and communities. 

TALENTED DANCE PROGRAM 

This is a program of excellence designed to extend and develop the talents of students in the performing art 
of dance. Students will be extended in this challenging course with highly qualified staff and visiting tutors. 
Students involved in the program will continually develop their technique, composition, performance and 
analytical skills. Students will have the opportunity to prepare for auditions and create show reels for tertiary 
dance institutions and other careers in the field of dance. 

Students in Year 10 who are interested in the TDP must complete a Year 10 application form, available from 
the Erindale College website. Students will be required to participate in an audition in order to gain selection 
for the TDP. Students and their parents are also required to attend an interview with the Deputy Principal 
and/or the Program Coordinators. 

TALENTED SPORTS PROGRAM 

The Talented Sports Program provides Year 10 students with an environment where they are able to pursue 
excellence in their chosen sport. TSP enables students to achieve their potential in their academic studies at either 
Tertiary or Accredited level. It provides an environment where talented sports students are able to work with 
similarly minded students to maximise their development in both their academic and sporting pursuits. 

A committee comprising the TSP coordinator, the Principal and representatives from the relevant sporting 
organizations consider all applications. Suitable students will then be offered a place in the Talented Sports 
Program.  
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YEAR 10 CAMBRIDGE EDUCATION 
ENGLISH LITERATURE 

This course encourages students to read, 
interpret and evaluate texts through the 
study of literature in English. Students 
develop an understanding of literal meaning, 
relevant contexts and of the deeper themes 
or attitudes that may be expressed. Through 
their studies, students learn to recognise and 
appreciate the ways in which writers use 
English to achieve a range of effects, and 
present an informed, personal response to 
the material studied. Students are 
encouraged to explore wider and universal 
issues to promote a better understanding of 
themselves and of the world around them. 

MATHEMATICS 

The Mathematics course encourages the 
development of mathematical knowledge as 
a key life skill, and as a basis for more 
advanced study. This course aims to build students’ confidence by helping them develop a feel for numbers, 
patterns and relationships, and places a strong emphasis on solving problems and presenting and interpreting 
results. Students also gain an understanding of how to communicate and reason using mathematical concepts.  

For students who are likely to achieve or who have achieved at the highest level (A*, A, B) at the Cambridge 
examinations, The Cambridge Additional Mathematics will be offered. This is a pure maths stream.  

COMBINED SCIENCE (SINGLE) 

Combined Science gives learners the opportunity to study Biology, Chemistry and Physics, each covered in 
separate syllabus sections. It is a single award qualification, earning one grade. Learners gain an understanding 
of the basic principles of each subject through a mix of theoretical and practical studies, while also developing 
an understanding of the scientific skills essential for further study. Students also learn how science is studied 
and practised and become aware that the results of scientific research can have both good and bad effects on 
individuals, communities and the environment. As well as focusing on the individual sciences, the syllabus 
helps learners to understand the technological world in which they live and take an informed interest in 
science and scientific developments. 

SCIENCE COORDINATED (DOUBLE) 

Coordinated Science gives students the opportunity to study Biology, Chemistry and Physics within a cross-
referenced, scientifically coherent course. It is a double award, earning two grades. Students gain an 
understanding of the basic principles of each subject through a mix of theoretical and practical studies, while 
also developing an understanding of the scientific skills essential for further study. Students learn how science 
is studied and practised and become aware that the results of scientific research can have both good and bad 
effects on individuals, communities and the environment. As well as focusing on the individual sciences, the 
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syllabus helps learners to understand the technological world in which they live and take an informed interest 
in science and scientific developments.  

GLOBAL PERSPECTIVES 

Coordinated Science gives students the opportunity to study Biology, Chemistry and Physics within a cross-
referenced, scientifically coherent course. It is a double award, earning two grades. Students gain an 
understanding of the basic principles of each subject through a mix of theoretical and practical studies, while 
also developing an understanding of the scientific skills essential for further study. Students learn how science 
is studied and practised and become aware that the results of scientific research can have both good and bad 
effects on individuals, communities and the environment. As well as focusing on the individual sciences, the 
syllabus helps learners to understand the technological world in which they live and take an informed interest 
in science and scientific developments.  

PHYSICAL EDUCATION  

The Cambridge IGCSE Physical Education syllabus encourages learners to develop knowledge, skills and 
understanding of a range of relevant physical activities. Students have the opportunity to plan, perform and 
evaluate physical activities, as well as develop an understanding of effective and safe performance. Students 
learn about the role of sport and physical activity in society and in the wider world. Students who are awarded 
grades A* to C in Cambridge IGCSE Physical Education are well prepared to follow courses leading to 
Cambridge International AS & A Level Physical Education in Years 11 & 12. 
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