
MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Welcome to the fi nal edition of the bulletin for 2019 and a celebration of another 
fabulous year of outstanding achievements at Erindale College. There have been 
many successes accomplished by our students and staff  this year, and we have an 
opportunity to refl ect and celebrate the extraordinary talents of those in our incredible 
community. It is also an important time to recognise and value the contribution of 
those ‘behind the scenes’ without whom, these talents can not be realised. We know 
that behind every high achiever is a crew of invaluable supporters and believers – you 
too deserve recognition. Thank you.

I would also like to thank each and every one of you for welcoming me so warmly 
into the college this year. It has been an absolute privilege to work with such a 
talented and inspiring cohort of young people, and the staff  that continue to off er 
their unwavering support to assist in the achievement of the goals and dreams of the 
students they educate.

As we close out the academic year with a series of celebrations and ceremonies, I bid 
farewell to our 2019 graduates and extend a warm welcome to our incoming students 
and their families that will be joining us for the fi rst time in 2020, and welcome back to 
those families who have been with us before. We are currently experiencing a period of 
enrolment growth at EC and have some very exciting initiatives commencing next year. 
We can’t wait to share these with you once students return.

Phill Dodd and Anne Thirion will be leaving us at the end of this year as they transition 
from their illustrious careers into the world of well-earned retirement.

Anne has played a critical role over the past years in her role as our Executive Teacher 
of Student Wellbeing and more recently the Learning Support Unit and will be sorely 
missed along with Phill Dodd who has been integral to the success of our Tuggeranong 
Network Vocational Education initiates.

We wish Anne and Phill the very best for their next exciting journey in life.

Finally, as the year draws to a close and the festive season is upon us, I would like to 
wish you all a safe and happy summer break and look very forward to what lies ahead 
in 2020. 

Warmest regards
Jessie 



PARENTS Corner:
Moving into the summer break it is not uncommon for young people to engage in risk 
taking behaviours including underage consumption of alcohol. In this issue, I have 
decided to include another Andrew Fuller article that gives us tips about how to talk to 
kids about alcohol. 

In America if you say you want another alcoholic drink they think you have a problem. 
In Australia if you say you don’t drink alcohol people think you have a problem. 

Without wanting to be too much of a wowser about it, our attitudes around drinking 
are seriously stuff ed up. For example: 

We deplore random violence in our streets.
BUT

We don’t address the alcohol consumption that causes it. 

We want to preserve our children’s childhood.
BUT

If they pester us enough we will give them a few drinks to take to a party. 

We fear the consequences of young people mixing drinking and driving.
BUT

We don’t ensure they stay sober enough to get home safely. 

We deplore sexual assault and date rape
BUT

We seem to forget this occurs in the context of alcohol and drugs at parties. 

We want our kids to have a great life
BUT

Don’t question it when they feel the only way they can do this is to have a few drinks 
fi rst. 

We live in a society that for some reason has forgotten that you can have celebration 
without intoxication. 

With this level of mixed messages fl oating around, teens are not going to be convinced 
to not drink alcohol unless parents take a clear, strong stand.

Ten Quick Reasons Why Under 18’s Should Not Use Alcohol 
 
1. The growing brain is more easily damaged by alcohol. 

2. It is against the law. 

3. It is against the law (yes I know I just said that, but I wanted to repeat it so you 
don’t glide over it). 



4. People who drink as teenagers are more likely to become problem drinkers when 
they become adults. 

5. Teenagers process alcohol diff erently. Adults get sleepy after too many drinks. 
Teens are up and fi ring and ready to do all manner of risky things. 

6. Teens don’t know when to stop drinking. The majority of teens binge when they 
drink. 

7. Alcohol-related traffi  c accidents are a major cause of death among young people. 
Alcohol use also is linked with teen deaths by drowning, suicide and homicide. 

8. Teens who use alcohol are more likely to be sexually active at earlier ages, to have 
sexual intercourse more often, and to have unprotected sex than teens who do not 
drink. Teen parties can be dangerous places to be if you are off  your face. 

9. Young people who drink are more likely than others to be victims of violent crime, 
including rape, aggravated assault and robbery. 

10. Teens who drink are more likely to have problems with school work. 

What teens want from drinking alcohol 

Some teens want to drink at parties to get smashed, off  their face, rat faced blotto. 
These are the people who are most likely to become problem drinkers as adults. 
Having permissive parents who provide alcohol for them signals to them that getting 
blind drunk is acceptable. 

Other teens want to drink at parties because it will lessen their anxiety. Parties are 
fi lled with romantic possibilities and teens are mostly pretty anxious about picking up 
(aren’t we all really?). 

We need to help our teens learn the art of talking to and mixing with other people. It 
also helps to point out the sexiest person at the party is unlikely to be the guy or girl 
who is sprawled unconscious, covered in their own vomit. 

Some teens want to drink because it helps them to fi t in. Teens are desperate to be 
accepted by their friends and will do almost anything to get that acceptance. Parents 
often sympathise with this but perhaps don’t think about what happens if their teen 
wants to fi t in with another group say heroin using young people or a criminal gang. 

Tips For Talking With Your Teen 

Teens need to know where you stand on this issue. Be clear and unambiguous. 

Recognise it is tough. It is much tougher in this country not to drink, than to drink. 
Say,” I’m going to ask you to do something tough. I know this is hard and I know you 
probably won’t agree. I don’t want you to drink alcohol until you are 18”. 



If it helps you, use one of the ten reasons why alcohol should not be used by under 18 
year olds to justify your statement. 

Expect disagreement. Expect, “everyone else is”, “all the other parents let their kids 
drink”, “you are so old fashioned”, “you are the worst parent”, and “you can’t stop 
me” 
or “ you don’t love me”. 
Do not expect your teen to be swayed by the strength of your argument the fi rst time 
you raise this issue. 

There is no need for you to answer their claims in any great detail so don’t get drawn 
into a long winded dispute. If it seems likely to become an argument say, “You’ve 
heard and know my position, let’s discuss it again when you had a chance to think it 
over” and then move away. 

If the discussion is calmer, you might consider outlining the consequences if you fi nd 
they have been drinking alcohol. 

Generally teens will go away sulking and scheming and then come back to you to 
make a further argument in favour of drinking alcohol. Usually their new argument is 
based on their fears of social rejection as a dry, unfashionable nerd. Ostracisation and 
ridicule will be envisaged. 

Stick to your argument. Eventually you will get 
to a point where you can start to plan strategies 
for handling the pressure to drink at parties. 

Remind your teen that it is possible to have fun 
without drinking. Things teens can say to explain 
why they are not drinking at parties 

1. My parents would kill me.  
2. I have a rare medical condition.
3. I have a performance tomorrow. 
4. I have an allergic reaction to alcohol that requires hospitalisation. 
5. I have made a deal with my parents that if I don’t drink until I’m 18 I get a lot of          
money. 
6. I’m hung over from last night. 
7. I’m on a diet.  
8. I’m on medication that reacts really badly with alcohol.  
9. I’m the designated driver (if older). 
10. I’m in a training phase and we’ve agreed as a team not to drink until after the 
fi nals.   
11. I’ve decided not to drink. This is the hardest because some teens will want to 
question or infl uence your decision.



WHATS HAPPENING AROUND EC
MUSIC NIGHT

CONGRATULATIONS to the following students for their AMAZING performances in our 
Semester 2 Music Night on Tuesday, 24 September: 

Musicians:

Anastacia Blaskovic, Natalia Blaskovic, Jamie Bodle, Elijah Brennan, Chantelle Buckle, 
Luke Buckle, Angelo DeVera, Zac Izzard, Jack Heslop, Ella Kaye, Georgia Kennedy, 
Mike Leuii, Peter Liang, Stephanie McGuire, Amy McAlister, Connor McNaught, Jasmine 
Millard, Liam Rapson, Loren Reynolds, Sara Ridjic, Mawii RoChan, Riley Semmler, 
Xanthe Stone, Jack Swain, Rihana Wilson-Mortensen.

Behind the Scenes:

Felix Bernie, Jay Cornwall, Stephanie McGuire, Vincent Narayan, Tarnie Evans.  Please 
enjoy some of the photos, taken by one of our clever photography students, Tarnie 
Evans.  



Year 10 Science Program at Erindale
   

Magic has been created in our year 10 chemistry classes. Some of the 
demonstrations the students have enjoyed:

•The rainbow clock that amazingly changes into the 7 rainbow colours right before our 
eyes….is that really happening?
•The swoosh bottle that fi res up with a chorus of ooohs and ahhhhs.
•We’ve turned water into wine then milk and beer- none of it consumable!
•We’ve distilled wine and collected pure ethanol from it and used it to ‘burn’ a hanky…. 
that never actually burns!
•We made elephant toothpaste outside as the volume of it would have made a huge 
mess in the lab
•We re-created the rainbow in a fi ery display



FORENSIC SCIENCE

On Tuesday 22 October, Legal Studies students embarked on a forensic science 
open day. This allowed for students to learn more about the profession and possible 
CIT courses available for a future in one of the many areas of forensic science. In 
groups we were shown three main areas of forensics, facial recognition, fi ngerprints 
and everyone’s favourite crime scene analysis. They were shown through a possible 
scenario of a crime scene you may be called to as a forensic scientist. We were 
shown how and why they package certain pieces of evidence as well as tools used 
by scientists whilst on the job. Overall the day was extremely informative and very 
interesting, broadening our perspectives of professions surrounding the broad subject 
of law. 

WOMEN IN POLITICS

On Wednesday 23 October, four students 
embarked on a Women in Politics 
conference at the ACT Legislative 
Assembly. This allowed us to talk to 
politicians and learn more about their 
occupation and specifi cally how they 
got into their positions. Each of the 
women had unique back stories and 
very inspiring motivations behind their 
campaigns. After the meet and greet we were invited in to watch question time. 
The issues debated were interesting and a lot of pressing social and environmental 
issues were discussed. The speaker had to moderate a lot of the time, especially 
when discussions got too heated between the government and opposition. The whole 
situation felt a lot like a classroom with politicians speaking over each other which 
provided for a lot of entertainment, however didn’t seem so productive. Overall they 
all came out of this with a renewed sense of appreciation of the complexity of politics 
and made a lot of worthwhile connections, broadening our choices of future career 
pathways.



PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION

The annual Botanic Gardens photographic 
competition winners were announced early 
this term. 

Isabella Quan in Year 11 won 3rd place in 
the Altered Category for her “Virtual Nature” 
piece. She received $100 in prize money for 
her eff ort.
 
Commendations and certifi cates for the 
following students as well:
Ewen Kennedy – Yr 11
Denzelle Laput – Yr 11
Jasmine McCurdy – Yr 11

There was an exhibition at the Botanic Gardens  in the visitor centre displaying their 
work.



Royal Australian chemical Institute Chemistry Quiz

On July 30, Year 11 and 12 Chemistry Students and Cambridge Year 10 students sat 
the RACI’s Chemistry Quiz.

The following certifi cates were awarded:

In Year 10 Lillian Geale and Gimnadee Thoradeniya were awarded certifi cates of Credit

In Year 11 Erin Mayfi eld was awarded a certifi cate of Credit. 

Tobin Carlton Van Buizen and Leah Geale were awarded certifi cates of Distinction. 

Clare Heaney was awarded a certifi cate of High Distinction.

In Year 12 Alexis Bocking was awarded a certifi cate of credit and Sophie Jensen was 
awarded a certifi cate of High Distinction.

Well done to everyone who participated!

Year 11 Biology Excursion

On October 24 the Year 11 Biology Class went to Mulligan’s Flat Woodland Sanctuary. 
We got to meet Brian the Bettong and mostly avoided the wrath of Masked Lapwing 
parents defending their eggs. Unfortunately, the fl owers that the students were hoping 
to study for their Term 4 assignment couldn’t be found inside the Sanctuary, so they 
had to adjust their plan. 

A big thanks to Andrew from the Woodlands and Wetland Trust for showing us around 
and answering our questions.



cambridge - Year 10 PE

The Year 10 Cambridge PE class have been busy learning Lifesaving and First Aid skills 
this term.

We have enjoyed learning the skills of lifesaving strokes, rescue, safety and fi rst aid.
Included in the content they have learnt is the challenges of towing a fully clothed 
victim, accurately throwing a rope for rescue and the speed of compressions when 
completing resuscitation.

These are all skills that we hope we don’t have to use – but have been benefi cial to 
learn just in case!



2019 Cambridge International Examinations

In November this year Erindale College had its largest group of students sit for their 
Cambridge International Examinations. An impressive 24 students from across year 
10, 11 and 12 undertook exams in a range of academic subjects including Literature, 
Mathematics, Science and Global Studies, and for the fi rst time Physical Education. 

We are incredibly proud of the dedication these students demonstrated in the lead up 
to the exams and of the exemplary way students conducted themselves during the 
exams. Well done! 

Results for this exam series will be released at the end of January and we look forward 
to sharing these with you in the new year.



Year 10 Excellence Awards

On Monday 2 December 71 students from around Canberra were recognised at the 
Year 10 Excellence Awards, the largest celebration of student achievement for ACT 
Public Schools.

Erindale College had 3 of our students recognised on the day; Elijah Brennan, 
for being a successful learner; Bianca Lawson, for being a confi dent and creative 
individual; and Abbey Hynes, for being an active and informed citizen.

We are incredibly proud of Elijah, Bianca and Abbey for their achievements this year 
and congratulate them on receiving these awards. 

Well done!



NEWS
2020 school travel applications now open

Applications for student travel in 2020 opened on Friday, 11 October 2019.

Where a student meets the new distance eligibility, the system will automatically 
update their entitlement. If they do not meet the new eligibility, they will receive an 
expiry 
notifi cation via email.

Students who have an entitlement approved under a medical condition which is due to 
expire will receive a notifi cation advising them to re-apply.

Term Bus Pass holders will receive a notifi cation to re-apply.

If students need to update their information or re-apply, they should go online to 
https://apps.transport.nsw.gov.au/ssts/updateDetails

Applications need to be submitted before 31 December 2019 to ensure student 
entitlements are updated and their current entitlement/card is not cancelled. If their 
application is submitted after 31 December 2019, the system will automatically cancel 
an entitlement/card and a new one will need to be issued.

Students residing in Rural and Regional (R&R) areas should receive their travel pass 
at the commencement of the new school year from their nominated operator, this may 
be distributed via the school or sent direct to their address. Note: some R&R operators 
do not issue travel passes. Students/Parents should confi rm with their nominated 
operator if they do not receive a pass.



SPORT
RUGBY WRAP-UP

The recent school break saw a host of Rugby Union Championships being played in 
both girls and boys’ competitions, with Erindale College students playing in both U16 
and U18 divisions.

Erindale had 4 students (Tyrel Kimori-Edmond, Zac Lewis, Josh Weir and Andrew 
Apelu Saulo) play for ACT in the NSW U16 Schoolboys State Championship played at 
Narrabeen. We also had 3 students (Grace Sullivan, Zali Andrews and Lizzy Petch-
Hassett) representing ACT in the U18 Schoolgirls National Championship played at 
Narrabeen. 

Demonstrating the strength and depth 
of Rugby at Erindale, there were 7 
students (Willie Delamere, Zion Going, 
Tony Alofi po, Tristan Eldridge, Daryl 
Bailey, Caleb Lanivia and Patrick Maka) 
play for ACT U18s at the Australian 
National Schoolboys Tournament held at 
St. Ignatius College, Riverview.

In the U16 Schoolboys division ACT 
played strong and fi nished 2nd. This 
was an outstanding eff ort in preparation 
for the U16s National Tournament which 
was held in October at the AIS.

ACT had two teams competing.  ACT Schoolgirls Blue fi nishing 
in 5th place and ACT Schoolgirls White fi nishing in 7th place.  
Grace Sullivan and Zali Andrews were picked in the fi nal 
ACT Schoolgirls team to play against NSW CHS. In stunning 
fashion they broke a 16 year drought winning 29-14.

As reported on the ARU Schoolboys website,
In game 1 the ever-dangerous ACT Schoolboys struggled to 
assert dominance over the Cavalier Barbarians side, but they secured a 26-20 win 
courtesy of two tries from Erindale College no.8 Willie Delamere.  Unfortunately, losing 
to NSW meant ACT played off  for third and fourth against Combined States and put it 
all together on the day to come away with a resounding 36 – 7 victory, fi nishing 3rd 
overall.

After an outstanding eff ort during the week Erindale student Tony Alofi po was selected 
in the Australian Barbarians team to play a test against Samoa in October at Knox 
Grammar in Sydney. The Australian Schoolboys Barbarians was coached by Erindale 
Teacher, Dan Hawke. 



Football

Congratulations to Noah Vanderpol, 
Callum Cook, Stacey Bugler, Chloe 
Daisley and Tara Manthongsy who 
competed in the School Sports Australia 
Football competition, representing ACT 
in the U16 boys and U18 girls’ 
competitions respectively.

A big congratulations to Callum Cook 
who was named in the Australians All 
Stars team and the Australian Touring 
Squad that will travel to England in January.

AFLW

Congratulations to Tarni Evans (TSP Year 11)  and Ellie Hicks 
(Year 12) on making the AFL Canberra Future Stars Team. 
Tarni was the youngest member of the recent AFL Canberra 
First Grade Premiership Team. 

Erindale Bolt

Each year the Erindale College Talented Sports Program students run a foot race to 
identify the fastest runners in the sports program. Each squad (Rugby, AFL, Soccer, 
Basketball, Cricket, Softball, League, Netball, Individual’s) nominates runners for the 
event. 
This year the girl’s race was won by Ella Cosgrove (Rugby). We had the fi rst ever dead 
heat in the boys with Connor Higgins and Connor Williams unable to be separated. 
Well done to all who participated. 



KYE A’HERN -  BITTER-SWEET END TO THE 2019 SEASON
     
After setting the pace and being the fastest qualifi er for the last round on this year’s 
Down-Hill World Cup held at Snowshoe Mountain (USA), Year 12 student Kye A’Hern 
was unable  to compete as he suff ered a big crash in his last practice run, resulting in 
him breaking both the radius and ulna in his left wrist.

“Not the way I wanted to fi nish the season but still so stoked!” Kye said.
And for good reason.

The results show that for the 2019 competition season Kye A’Hern is not only the 
newly crowned World Champion in the Down Hill Junior Men’s Division but Kye is also 
the Silver Medallist in the Down-Hill Junior Men’s World Cup! This achievement is even 
more outstanding when you realise it was achieved without scoring any points in 2 of 
the 8 rounds.

At the medal presentations, Kye acknowledged a special moment shared with his 
fellow medallists when they helped an injured mate onto the podium.
    
(Photos: @maddogboris)

AFL - Josh Fahey

Congratulations to Josh Fahey on 
his selection in the AFL Academy 
for 2020. 

Josh is one of only four 16 year 
olds in the country to be invited 
into this elite program. As a part of 
the program Josh will spend time 
with, and be mentored by, an AFL 
club. 

Well done on this amazing 
achievement.



SPORT
Erindale College Sydney FC Academy School Program. 

Erindale Representing Sydney FC
Erindale College Football is Sky Blue

FOOTBALL FEDERATION AUSTRALIA

Well done to the Erindale College Sydney FC Academy School Program players who 
assisted at the Football Federation Australia B-Licence course at the AIS on Tuesday 29 
October and Wednesday 30 October in the afternoons.  Their participation is of great 
help to the coaches practising the skills they have learnt over the last week’s.



NETBALL

Congratulations to the Erindale students who represented the school in the mixed 
netball day at Lyneham on Tuesday 29 October.  It was a fantastic and well 
represented event with schools from both the public and private sectors attending.

Both teams played great netball throughout the day. The Erindale Red team went 
on to make the semi-fi nals and unfortunately the nature of the draw meant that this 
was the top 2 teams in the competition.  The game remained close throughout and 
Erindale made a run at Lake G in the second half, but unfortunately went down by 3 
goals.

A big thank you also to Rachelle Cridland who assisted coaching, and Taneisha and 
Olivia who umpired throughout the day.



RAIDERS TARSHA GALE CUP
 

Congratulations to Grace Martin, Kathryn Niki and Ella Cosgrove for making the train 
on squad for the Raiders Tarsha Gale Cup. All girls will compete in two trial games in 
Sydney in the coming weeks and will fi nd out if they make the full-time squad.

Best of luck to you all .

SUPER W BRUMBIES SQUAD

Congratulations to our Mindyigari Youth Worker Talei Wilson on 
making the Super W Brumbies squad of 50. Talei will complete 
training for the next 6 weeks and then the fi nal cut will take place. 
If Talei is successful with the fi nal cut, she will complete a 2-day 
training camp at the AIS early next year and then compete in the 
Super W competition.

Good luck T and congratulations on getting through the fi rst 
stage! 

We are all cheering for you!

NATIONAL INDIGENOUS FOOTBALL CHAMPIONSHIP

Khloe Palmer travelled to the south coast to compete in the 
National Indigenous Football Championship. Khloe played for the One-Mob team which 
is a team made up of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander women from around Canberra. Khloe and her 
team fi nished 5th in the knock out.

Well done Khloe!



RUGBY UNION

Congratulations to Tony Alofi po, Willie 
Delamere and Patrick Maka who have been 
selected to attend Rugby Australia’s National 
Gold Camp. This camp is for our best 16 and 
17 year old Rugby Union players across 
Australia.  

The boys will travel to the Southport School in 
the Gold Coast with the focus on developing 
tactical knowledge, technical knowledge, 
physical development and nutrition. This camp 
will be lead by professional coaches Peter 
Hewat (Australian Schools/U18 Head Coach and ACT Brumbies Attack Coach) and 
Jason Gilmore (Junior Wallaby Head Coach).

BRUMBIES YOUTH

Congratulations to Connor Williams, 
Connor Higgins, Willie Delamere, 
Zali Andrews and Grace Sullivan 
on making the Brumbies Youth 7’s 
team, all students participated at 
the Nationals in Brisbane from 30 
November - 1 December.  

ACT COUGARS OZTAG

The following Erindale College students 
represented the ACT at the Oztag National 
Championships in Coff s Harbour: Ruben 
Amosa, Lachlan Ives, Luke Buckle, Billy Taylor,  
Bailey Hope, David Dalton,  Monique McGlynn, 
Alanah Weatherby, Ella Cosgrove and Maree 
McGuire, absent from the photo is Caitlin 
Keen, Keeley Gillespie and Mackenzie Alcock.

Thank you to Sharon Ives for the photo.



LACHLAN SQUIRE

Good luck to Lachie Squire (TSP Year 12) who is currently training with the GWS 
Giants in their pre-season. This is a great opportunity for the Giants to see Lachie 
alongside their listed players. 

Laura Hughes

Congratulations to Laura who returns for her third straight season with Canberra 
United.  Laura kicked off  the season with a win playing a full 90 minutes.  Good luck 
with the rest of the season.

  



Sports leadership group

On Friday 1 November the Talented Sports students had the opportunity to participate 
in a leadership and mental toughness seminar.

Dave King from Chasing Greatness used a combination of both practical and theory 
based activities to demonstrate what diff erent leadership looks like, how it is applied 
and how living your values is an everyday process.

The morning session consisted of challenging students to openly think about them-
selves and the values of their cohort.

In the afternoon Dave challenged the students physically always linking each activity 
back to theory components of the morning. 

A big thanks to the Queanbeyan Tigers for the use of their facilities, it was a wonderful 
opportunity for students to test themselves and learn from Dave King’s life experience 
and professional program.



Talented Sports Progam awards
Squad of the Year:  
  
Rugby Union

Sports Stars: 
    
MALE - Kye A’Hern
FEMALE - Laura Hughes

Year 10 Sports Star: 
   
Callum Cook



Talented Sports Progam awards
TSP Best All-Rounder:    Academic Excellence Award:   
     
James Atonio      Sophie Jensen 

Year 12 ACTIVE Leisure Centre Commitment Award:

Lachlan Squire

Australian Representatives Honour Roll

Kye A’Hern    Mountain Biking
Tony Alofi po   Rugby Union
Tobin Carlton Van Buizen Baseball
Callum Cook   Football
Ella Cosgrove   Tag 20
Paige Edwards   Futsal, Touch
Bella House    Tag 20
Bo House    Tag 20
Tristan Eldridge   Tag 20
Lachlan Ives   Softball
Monique McGlynn   Tag 20
Lizzy Petch-Hassett  Tag 20
Joshua Raptis   Tag 20
Sam Torley    Athletics
Connor Williams   Oztag



Mindyigari Cultural Centre News 
Over Terms 3 and 4 the Mindyigari Centre underwent some renovations and a name 
change. With the infl uence from our students the centre has been renamed Mindyigari 
Cultural Centre. With this name change the centre has become a more inclusive space 
for everyone to come seek support from our two youth workers Josh Matavesi and 
Talei Wilson or to hang out in a culturally safe space. The Mindyigari Cultural Centre’s 
renovations took off  in full fl ight and involved a number of our students. The room is 
soon to be fi nished with its art wall mural and new furnishings. 
 
Ngunnawal University of Canberra’s Year 12 Graduation Dinner

On Thursday 26 September fi ve of our Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander stu dents 
attended the Ngunnawal University of Canberra (UC) Year 12 Graduation dinner held 
at the UC campus. The students had a great evening 
not only celebrating graduating year 12 students but 
also Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander guest speakers 
from our Canberra community. Kathryn Niki and Tjanara 
Flick-Booth were awarded with certifi cates for graduat-
ing year 12. Next year we look forward to celebrating 
again at the UC dinner with many more graduates. Well 
done to all year 12 students. 

Left to right - Bella House, Brett Davis, Tjanara Flick-
Booth, Kathryn Niki & Bo House. 

Koori Knockout 2019

Over the October long weekend four of our students played in this years Koori 
Knockout held on the Central Coast. Kathryn Niki played for Riverina Sisters in the 
women’s competition, Tristan Eldridge and Fai Tuifelasai played for Wiradjuri Warriors 
in the men’s competition and Connor Williams participated in the under 18’s 
competition playing for Wiradjuri United. 

Well done to all our Erindale College students. 

AIME Program Day: 

On Wednesday 16 October six of our students attended the AIME Programs day held 
at UC. This program was centred around inspiring Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
youth to be the best they can be. All students had the opportunity to take part in 
pub lic speaking, mentoring and fun activities designed to keep students open minded 
to adapting to diffi  cult situations. During the day Kathryn Niki was named a mentor 
and support to Year 10,11 and 12 students with all activities.
 
Well done to all students involved and thankyou for representing Erindale College so 
respectfully. 



Mindyigari Cultural Centre News
Programmed work experience

During week 1 of term 4, Bo House, Bella 
House, Rhelisha Roberts and Nathan 
Grovenor all attended a training week 
for a component of their Certifi cate III in 
Carpentry with Programmed Operations 
and Maintenance services. 

The four students were teamed up with 
various trade contractors and carried out 
small renovations such as plastering, 
carpet removal, sanding and gardening. 
The students had a fantastic week learning 
new hands on skills.

University of Canberra Aspirations Program Day

On Wednesday 23 October six ATSI 
students along with fi fteen students 
from Belconnen High School attended 
the UC for their Aspirations program. 

The fi rst session of the day was a 
workshop with James Norton about 
landscape architecture and land 
management explaining urban water 
sensitive design here in Canberra. 

The students had a pizza lunch together 
at the UC concourse followed by the last 
session on food science. 

Well done to Bo House, Brett Davis, 
Lani Keen-Church, Bella House, Grace 
Martin and Rhelisha Roberts for 
representing Erindale College so well 
and your participation in the program. 



helping the community
Breast cancer awareness fundraiser

Thank you to all that helped, wore pink and donated for the Breast Cancer Awareness 
fundraiser.

The Leadership Team did a great job, raising a massive $450 for this cause, which 
wouldn’t have been possible without the immense support from our school community.
The winner of our raffl  e for the Priceline Gift Basket (worth over $100) was Jo Hann! 
Congratulations!!

Thank you all again! 
Tanya Turner

Youth Survey

The Tuggeranong Community Council’s Youth Engagement sub-committee has 
developed a survey to help them better determine what young people want for Tug-
geranong.

The Tuggeranong Community Council want to pass on your concerns to the relevant 
people and incorporate your ideas into possible future submissions to government.
Please complete the survey and have your voice heard.

Go to https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/3L9LLQY  to access the survey.



ALUMNI
CELEBRATING ERINDALE’S CONTRIBUTION TO INTERNATIONAL RUGBY LEAGUE

With the International Test matches played at the end of October it’s time to give a 
big shout out to the players and coaching staff  who have been involved with Erindale 
College Rugby League!

In the (senior) Kangaroos squad there 
are three former Erindale students 
representing their country - Paul Vaughn, 
Jack Wighton and Nick Cotric.

The Junior Kangaroos (U23) are coached 
by former Erindale Staff  member, Neil 
Henry.

The NZ Kiwis (Senior) squad are coached 
by another former Erindale teacher, 
Michael Maguire.



ERINDALE ALUMNI FEATURE STRONGLY IN THE CANBERRA RAIDERS FINALS 
CAMPAIGN.

At the Canberra Raiders Mal Meninga Medal 
Presentation Night earlier this year former Erindale 
student Harley Smith-Shields was named the 
Jersey Flegg (U20s) Player of the Year 2019. 
Congratulations from everyone at Erindale College! 

In the Grand Final of the Jersey Flegg Competition 
Harley was joined by former students Gideon Afemui 
and Lazarus Vaalepu in the playing line-up. Sadly 
they went down to the Rabbitohs 28 - 12. Well done 
boys.

In the NRL Grand Final, everyone at Erindale College 
was extremely proud of our Raiders, with a special 
shout out to our former Erindale student cohort of Nick Cotric, Jack Wighton and 
Co-Captain Jarrod Croker.



Acknowledgements 
Breast Cancer Awareness
 

Erindale College would like to thank Priceline Bungendore and Queanbeyan for the 
donated gift basket for our Breast Cancer Awareness Day and Helen Soufl ias for the 
donation of her time with making 70 cupcakes. 

Priceline: https://www.priceline.com.au 

Pay it Forward

We would like to thank Steph from Pay it Forward for the donation of fi lled bathroom 
bags to Erindale College for our female students that need a little help.
 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/PayItForwardCanberra  



                 




