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UNIT GOALS 
 

In Drama students, 

• Students practise and refine the expressive capacity of voice and movement to communicate ideas 
and dramatic action in a range of forms and styles 

• Students structure drama to engage an audience through manipulation of dramatic action, forms and 
performance styles and by using design elements  

• Students perform devised and scripted drama, making deliberate artistic choices and shaping design 
elements to unify dramatic-meaning for an audience 

• Students evaluate how the elements of drama, forms and performance styles in devised and scripted 
drama convey meaning and aesthetic effect 
 

 
CONTENT SUMMARY 
 

“Laughter is the closest distance between two people.” 
– Victor Borge 

 
The aim of this unit is to develop your drama skills of improvisation, characterisation and playbuilding through 
an examination of both commedia dell’arte and contemporary physical comedy. 
 
You will begin by looking at the principals of physical comedy and the way humour can be created without 
words. You will devise your own comic character and work in pairs to formulate your own comic routine. You 
will then be introduced to the characters of commedia dell’arte, the use of mask and the tradition of physical 
lazzi and will use the skills gained in your own comic routines. Finally, you will take part in a group performance 
of a commedia play. 
  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
UNIT OUTLINE  
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ASSESSMENT 
  

Task Due 

Slapstick performance Week  5 

Commedia Routine Week 9  

Commedia Performance Week 15 

Written Reflection Week 16 

 

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA FOR ASSESSMENT AND REPORTING OF STUDENT 
ACHIEVEMENT 

Students will be assessed on the extent to which they can: 
• Improvise with the elements of drama and narrative structure to develop ideas, and 

explore subtext to shape devised and scripted drama 
• Structure drama to engage an audience through manipulation of dramatic action, forms 

and performance styles, and by using design elements 
• Perform devised and scripted drama, making deliberate artistic choices and shaping 

design elements to unify dramatic-meaning for an audience 
• Evaluate how the elements of drama, forms and performance styles in devised and 

scripted drama convey meaning and aesthetic effect 

 

ATTENDANCE AND PARTICIPATION 

Students are expected to submit all assessment items and attend all classes, participate in a 
positive manner and seek support whenever it is required.  Excursions, simulations and 
presentations by visitors (including lunchtime) may form part of classwork.  It is your 
responsibility to catch up on missed work when absent from class. 

SUBMISSION OF WORK   

Students are encouraged to submit work on time as it is a valuable organisational skill.  
Students are also encouraged to complete work even if it is late, as there are educational 
benefits in doing so. 

Items due on any date must be submitted to the class teacher, faculty staff room, or front 
office at the college by 3.30pm on that day. Submission of work on a weekend or public 
holiday is not acceptable.    

If you do not submit your work to your class teacher, make sure that it is signed and dated 
by either another member of staff in the faculty staffroom, or a member of the front office 
staff. 

 

 



 

LATE SUBMISSION OF WORK   

Students who do not submit their assessment responses on the due date will be expected to 
attend lunchtime study sessions in order to complete their assignments and meet the Year 
10 English course requirements. 

 

CHEATING AND DISHONEST PRACTICE 

The integrity of the College’s assessment system relies upon all involved acting in 
accordance with the highest standards of honesty and fairness.  Any departure from such 
standards will be viewed very seriously.”   Accordingly: 

- Plagiarism - claiming authorship of someone else’s work (intentionally or otherwise) 
is a serious misdemeanour, and attracts severe penalties. 

- Students are required to acknowledge the source of all material that is incorporated 
into their own work. 

- Students may not submit the same item for assessment in more than one unit, 
unless specific agreement has been reached with the class teacher. 

  
Executive Teacher: Clint Codey 
 
Class Teachers: Jane Watson 
 
Date: July 2020 
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