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Welcome to the end of term 1. 

This term sees the end of the 
beginning for Year 10 and Year 11 
students and the beginning of the 
end for our Year 12 students. I am 
not sure which is the most exciting 
for students but for our college as a 
community, it is a hugely exciting 
time. 

Pictured 
are (left 
to right) 
Georgina 
Evans 
Jonathan 
Connor, 
and 
Jasmine 
Ellis; each 
of whom 

were awarded a Public Education 
Foundation, Capital Chemist 
Scholarship. The details are on the 
following page; however, it is a joy 
for us to celebrate their 
accomplishments while in their 
college careers and to wish them 
every success for the future. 

Erindale College has been going 
through a transition; from early this 
century when some thousand 
students were enrolled because 
Erindale was a region of Canberra 
with large numbers of older 
adolescents to now; around 600 
students attend from 39 previous 
high school backgrounds and 
arriving from our local area but also 
from towns and cities across the 

country and overseas. They all come 
for a specific reason. 

At our college we are deliberately 
designing it to be a ‘boutique’ 
college: a college with a diversity of 
opportunities and pathways for 
students to pursue their interests 
and passions; and one with a 
deliberate intent of knowing each 
and every student well so we can 
help them get to where they want 
to go. 

In our design, we have introduced a 
range of pathways to complement 
the comprehensive general 
curriculum on offer at every other 
school. We have introduced 

 The Talented Sports Program 

 The Big Picture Program 

 The Trades Training Centre 

 The Year 10 in College option 

 The Mindyigari Centre 

 

and most recently, we have been 
accepted as a Cambridge 
International School. This 
achievement; of becoming the very 
first public Cambridge International 
Examinations school; allows us to 
introduce the students of the 
Tuggeranong Valley and beyond, to 
an international curriculum with 
internationally benchmarked 
qualifications. With this curriculum 
and with the assessment, 
connected to Cambridge’s 
international network, students will 
be able to measure themselves 
against millions of students from 
around the world. They will be able 
to see where they fit in this much 
globalised world.
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This is hugely significant because, in the coming 
decades, our students will be competing with these 
international peers for careers; and in a much more 
sophisticated way than we older adults ever 
dreamed about. 

Cambridge International Examinations is 
commencing at Erindale College and only at this 
college, from Semester 2 this year. To be part of this 
exciting venture, students will have to complete an 
exhaustive testing and interview process to ensure 
they have the gifts and talents necessary to 
participate in a world-wide curriculum that will be 
at a level approximately 1 year ahead of their 
current studies. I invite you to look at the detail in 
larger print on page 15, to consider if this is a 
pathway for your child. 

Regards  

Michael Hall 

Public Education Foundation - 
Capital Chemist Scholarships 

On March 26th, selected students from across 
Canberra were awarded Capital Chemist 
Scholarships for outstanding achievements in their 
college careers. The scholarships were presented by 
the ACT Minister for Education and Training and the 
Chief Executive of the Public Education Foundation 
at a special ceremony at the John Curtin School of 
Medical Research at the ANU. From Erindale 
College, Georgina Evans was presented with the 
Academic Excellence Award; Jonathan Connor with 
the Capital Chemist Award; and Jasmine Ellis with 
the Citizenship Award. We congratulate them for 
their commitment, passion and excellence and wish 
them great things for the future. 

Questacon Student Training 
Programme R unit 

Ellie Mason and Jaymee Kennedy are currently 
completing an R unit at Questacon over the next 
semester. This training programme is a valuable 
experience in communicating science concepts and 
making public presentations, you can also earn an 
"R" unit for your ACT Year 12 certificate.  

Students can now choose either the Science 
Communication stream run from the main Centre, 
or the Investigating Innovation stream run from the 
new Ian Potter Foundation Technology Learning 
Centre (IPTLC). 

Science Communication - Over the course of the 
three months, they will teach you the background 
of the various exhibits at Questacon, give pointers 
on public speaking and presenting, and show you 
how to deliver customer service. 

Investigating Innovation – Your training will focus 
on innovation as a process of creative thinking, 
making stuff, testing and refining projects. They give 
you the skills to communicate these concepts 
during workshops and in the IPTLC gallery space. 

You and other volunteers will then be scheduled 
during the June/July school holidays to practice 
what you've learned. After accumulating 40 hours 
of volunteer time, a final review of your 
performance will be conducted. 

If you are interested please see Peter Smith or 
Bradley Wilken in the Maths and Science Academy 
to register your interest for the 2016 intake.  
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Some Important Information 
For Your Consideration 

Critical incidents or student accidents at school are 
always an area of concern for parents and teachers 
alike. For information about the procedures that 
guide our actions go to the following websites: 

 

CRITICAL/NON-CRITICAL INCIDENT MANAGEMENT 
AND REPORTING PROCEDURE  

www.det.act.gov.au/…NCIMR_Procedure.docx  

This procedure must be read in conjunction and 
interpreted in line with the  

Critical/Non-Critical Incident Management and 
Reporting policy. ...   

Policies and Guidelines - Education and Training 
Directorate  

www.det.act.gov.au/school_education/…/policies_
and_guidelines  

 

************************************************ 

Public Consultation 

Draft Reporting Student Achievement (Preschool to 
Year 12) Policy and draft common report 
templates.  

Opening Date: Monday 23 March 2015.  

Closing Date: Friday 15 May 2015 

The ACT Government is seeking public comment on 
the draft Reporting Student Achievement (Preschool 
to Year 12) Policy and draft common report 
templates for ACT public primary and high schools. 
The draft Policy and draft common templates are 
designed to ensure parents receive consistent 
information about their child's achievement 
regardless of which ACT public school their child 
attends. 

Parents/carers can provide feedback through the 
ACT Education and Training Directorate website at 
www.det.act.gov.au and the ACT Government’s 
Community Engagement 'Time to Talk' website at 
http://timetotalk.act.gov.au/. 

 

Milenia Jugovic elected to 
‘Minister’s Student 
Conference’ (MSC) 

Year 11 student Milenia Jugovic has been selected 
to be a member of the ‘Minister’s Student 
Conference’ (MSC) which is an advisory council for 
ACT Schools. Milenia is one of two representatives 
from the Tuggeranong Valley Network of schools.  

Currently the council is attempting to ‘make school 
better’ for all ACT school students. Milenia said that 
one of MSC’s prime focuses is to combat cyber 
bulling and develop strategies on how student/s can 
deal with related problems. She aspires to be 
Chairperson of MSC one day and is also a student 
member of the Erindale College Board. 

 

Maddison Smith-Catlin in Mary 
Poppins 

Congratulations to Maddison Smith-Catlin who 
recently performed in the Free-rain Theatre 
Company's performance of Mary Poppins at the 
Canberra theatre. The reviews have been fabulous 
and the play closed on March 29th.  

Well done Maddison.  

 

http://www.search.act.gov.au/search/click.cgi?rank=4&collection=act-gov&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.det.act.gov.au%2F__data%2Fassets%2Fword_doc%2F0007%2F360538%2FCNCIMR_Procedure.docx&index_url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.det.act.gov.au%2F__data%2Fassets%2Fword_doc%2F0007%2F360538%2FCNCIMR_Procedure.docx&auth=wYPTKHLfc1t8MwhznJeqgg&query=critical+incident+management+guidelines&profile=www-education
http://www.search.act.gov.au/search/click.cgi?rank=4&collection=act-gov&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.det.act.gov.au%2F__data%2Fassets%2Fword_doc%2F0007%2F360538%2FCNCIMR_Procedure.docx&index_url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.det.act.gov.au%2F__data%2Fassets%2Fword_doc%2F0007%2F360538%2FCNCIMR_Procedure.docx&auth=wYPTKHLfc1t8MwhznJeqgg&query=critical+incident+management+guidelines&profile=www-education
http://www.search.act.gov.au/search/click.cgi?rank=5&collection=act-gov&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.det.act.gov.au%2Fschool_education%2Finternational_students%2Fpolicies_and_guidelines&index_url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.det.act.gov.au%2Fschool_education%2Finternational_students%2Fpolicies_and_guidelines&auth=L9xnVXpG2utRGWXFAmiY5g&query=critical+incident+management+guidelines&profile=www-education
http://www.search.act.gov.au/search/click.cgi?rank=5&collection=act-gov&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.det.act.gov.au%2Fschool_education%2Finternational_students%2Fpolicies_and_guidelines&index_url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.det.act.gov.au%2Fschool_education%2Finternational_students%2Fpolicies_and_guidelines&auth=L9xnVXpG2utRGWXFAmiY5g&query=critical+incident+management+guidelines&profile=www-education
http://www.det.act.gov.au/
http://timetotalk.act.gov.au/
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Unique Student Identifier 
(USI) 

Vocational Education and Training (VET) 

From 1 January 2015 the Australian Government 
requires all students undertaking vocational training 
(VET) to have a Unique Student Identifier (USI). 
Vocational training includes VET courses studied 
whilst at school in addition to any vocational 
courses provided by other Registered Training 
Organisations (RTOs) such as Responsible Service of 
Alcohol, Asbestos Awareness Training or First Aid. 
This 10 number-and-letter identifier will allow 
students to access their VET training records and 
results as a transcript from 2016 and beyond from 
their online USI account. Students often need to 
provide evidence of their academic achievements 
when applying for a job or to undertake further 
study so it is important that all students apply for a 
USI from October 2014.  As of 1 January 2015 a 
student must have a USI prior to a vocational 
qualification or statement of attainment being 
issued.   

What will happen to my USI? 

VET Staff at Erindale College will enter the USI into 
MAZE the ACT Education and Training Directorate 
student management system. It will also be 
accessible by the ACT Board of Senior Secondary 
Studies who issue vocational certificates and 
Statements of Attainment for all ACT colleges and 
report to the Australian Government on vocational 
outcomes. 

How do students apply for a USI? 

METHOD 1 

Go to the USI website usi.gov.au and follow the 
steps below: 

Step 1 – Have at least one and preferably two forms 
of ID ready. 

 Birth Certificate (Australian) 
 Driver’s Licence 
 Medicare Card 
 Australian Passport 
 Visa (with Non-Australian Passport) for 

international students 
 Certificate of Registration by Descent 
 Citizenship Certificate 
 Immigration Card 

Step 2 – Have preferred contact details ready (e.g. 
email address, mobile number or home address). 

Step 3 – Select the ‘Create a USI’ and ‘Create your 
USI now’ links and follow the steps. 

Step 4 – Agree to the Terms and Conditions. 

Step 5 – Follow the instructions. Upon completion 
the USI will be displayed on the screen and it will 
also be sent to the preferred contact method (e.g. 
email address, mobile number or home address). 

Step 6 – You should write down, print off or save 
the USI and keep it handy and safe. This will be your 
USI forever and you will need it when undertaking 
any vocational education and training in the future 
so ensure that you can locate it when required.  

Step 7 – Forward your USI to Erindale College by 
email to info@erindalec.act.edu.au (please put USI 
in the subject box). Staff will need to verify your USI. 
Once you have forwarded your USI please bring a 
copy of the ID forms you used to apply for this 
number to e-knex. This can then be entered into the 
MAZE student management system. If you require 
assistance please see the VET co-ordinator or staff 
in e-knex (student services).  

METHOD 2 

Erindale College can assist you to apply for a USI in 
your VET class. You will need to have at least one 
form of identification (see above) with you.  

Contact Lyndall Henman (VET Coordinator) on 
62056073 or lyndall.henman@ed.act.edu.au should 
you have any questions or concerns. 

YOU CAN WATCH A SHORT YOUTUBE VIDEO WHICH 
EXPLAINS THE USI 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HRYaaF-B7Ho 

Consider Hosting an 
International Student 

The Education and Training Directorate 
international education program invites Canberra 
families to open their homes to international 
students and provide them a safe and nurturing 
place to live during their stay in Canberra.  

Placing international students with a homestay host 
family helps bridge the cultural and language gap, 
giving students the opportunity to experience the 
life with an Australian family. Homestay parents and 
their children gain a greater understanding of 

mailto:info@erindalec.act.edu.au
mailto:lyndall.henman@ed.act.edu.au
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HRYaaF-B7Ho
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cultural diversity through the relationship that 
develops with their student. Many of our host 
families have been providing accommodation for 
international students for many years. 

The Directorate is currently experiencing a shortage 
of homestay host families and we invite staff, or 
someone you know, to consider hosting a student. 

Please contact Nicole King, Manager, International 
Education Unit on Tel 6205 6998 or 
nicole.king@act.gov.au  

Authorised by Joanne Garrisson, Deputy Director-
General, Education Strategy, Education and Training 
Directorate 

Country Women's Association 
(CWA) of Australia scholarship  

On 20 March Minister for Education and Training 
Joy Burch MLA presented six scholarships to 
Canberra school students at the annual Country 
Women's Association (CWA) of Australia scholarship 
presentation. 

"These scholarships will provide an opportunity for 
six young people to pursue their educational and 
career goals," Ms Burch said.  

The CWA scholarships are awarded to recipients 
who show commitment to their studies and 
encourage the completion of school or vocational 
training. 

The scholarships support students to achieve their 
educational goals, by assisting with the expenses 
incurred when completing Year 12. 

 

Hannah Jacoby receiving her CWA Scholarship 

 

International Studies Academy 
Moving Beyond the 
Classroom… 

In 2015 we welcomed a number of new teachers to 
the International Studies Academy. 

Linda Edstrom 

Linda transferred to Erindale College after spending 
seven years teaching at Campbell High School. This 
year Linda is teaching Business and French to years 
11 and 12 and History to year 10. 

Amy Smith 

Amy transferred to Erindale College after spending 
five years at Narrabundah College. This year Amy is 
teaching English and History to year 11 and 12 
students. 

Geoff Taylor 

Geoff transferred to Erindale College after spending 
three years at Narrabundah College. This year Geoff 
is teaching Psychology and Sociology to year 11 and 
12 students. 

Jacinta Heather 

Jacinta has come to Erindale College after doing 
some work at Canberra College. Jacinta is teaching 
Legal Studies and English. 

Social and community Work 

The new Community Services Training Package has 
been adopted at Erindale College and as a result 
students are now able to obtain their Certificate 2 
in Community Services in 18 months. Students need 
to complete 5 core and 6 electives to obtain the 
certificate. 

The new course covers relatively the same topics 
including Introduction to Community services, Aged 
care and Disability Work, Child Development and 
Play and Youth Work however a few new 
competencies have been added including becoming 
an effective volunteer and First Aid.  

Both the Year 11 and Year 12 classes are full and the 
students have been busy acquiring their USI 
numbers and their Working with Vulnerable People 
cards so that they are able to go out into the 
community and volunteer and complete their 
Structured Work Placements. 

mailto:nicole.king@act.gov.au
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Appletree House Childcare & 
Education Centre  

In week 4 of the term, two classes of year 11 
psychology students, 
studying human 
development over the 
lifespan, visited our close 
neighbour the Appletree 
House childcare centre. 
Psychology students were 
given the opportunity to 
practice their 
observational techniques 
and to use checklists in a real-life setting. They were 
able to bring their studies in the classroom, on 
infant and child development, to life.  A partnership 
has been developed between the college and the 
childcare centre that will enable students to go back 
to the centre to collect real world data for their 
research assignment. Thanks to Jody and the staff 
at Appletree for facilitating this enriched learning 
opportunity to Erindale College students. 

Wanniassa Hills Primary School  

In week 6 of the term, two classes of 
year 11 psychology students, 
studying human development over 
the lifespan, visited Wanniassa Hills 
Primary School to connect to the 
younger students and to practice 

observational methods during class time at the 
kinder, grade 3 and 6 level. It was not long before it 
became apparent that it was our college students 
who were under observation and investigation, in a 
collective sense, rather than the other way around. 
It was a valuable experience for all. Thanks to John 
Manders the principal of WHPS for his welcoming 
hand in this initiative. Psychology students will be 
returning in an ongoing arrangement to develop 
their observational techniques and data collection 
methods in a real world setting. 

Psychology students team up to 
travel to Taronga Park Zoo, Sydney  

During week 5 of term, 15 of Erindale’s introductory 
psychology students teamed up with a large group 
of Canberra College psychology students to travel to 
the Taronga Park Zoo in Sydney for the day.  
Students conducted structured observations of the 
primates, in particular the gorillas and chimpanzees 
(our closest living relatives), using official checklists. 

The chimps at the zoo are world famous. The 
world’s foremost expert on chimps, primalogist 
Jane Goodall, is on record as saying they are the 
most naturally behaving chimps living in a zoo 
setting in the world. Students were also lucky to 
hear from specialist zoo staff about how animals, 
including dolphins and seals, are trained through 
clever conditioning techniques. Students were able 
to draw comparisons between human and animal 
behaviour and see human behaviour and 
development with fresh eyes. 

 

Erindale College students at the historic entrance to 

Taronga Park Zoo, in Mosman, Sydney. 

 

The Canberra College 

Kamil Quimio makes it to round 2 of 
the X-factor 

This lovely student did us proud over the weekend, 
making it through to round 2 of the X-factor 
auditions. Can you believe his debut performance 
was only last year, here at the school’s 2014 Arts 
Showcase. Additionally Quimio is also in the 
Talented Sports Program playing Basketball. 

Kamil has been singing for a couple of years and is 
learning the guitar, and he was among a flock of 
Canberrans vying for a spot. 

The 19-year-old made it through the first audition 
to the second and final phase. He will find out if he's 
successful next month. 

"I just love singing, I just love performing," he said.  

 

http://www.google.com.au/url?q=http://www.ibiblio.org/cisco/stars/oldstars.html&sa=U&ei=QbX_VOuaPI_j8AWD5IDACw&ved=0CD8Q9QEwDA&usg=AFQjCNH8-fDy8eVJDQEx6oAdbMl4ENE7NQ
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Taronga_zoo_logo.png
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"I wanted to perform in front of people and I 
wanted to hear what they have to say to me, how I 
can improve." 

Kamil Quimio, 19, of Lyons and Paige Gibson, 20, of 
Wanniassa try their luck at the X Factor auditions in 

Canberra. Photo: Matt Bedford 

For more see 

http://www.canberratimes.com.au/act-
news/canberras-musicians-flock-to-x-factor-
auditions-20150306-13x6h2.html 

Sandra France 
Music Teacher 

 

     DIABETES TYPE 1 STUDY 

 Do you have a relative with Diabetes Type 1? 

 Are you 1-45 years of age?     

 Are you generally healthy?  

You may be eligible for the Type 1 Diabetes (T1D) 
Prevention Trial 

If you have a relative with Type 1 Diabetes, you 
could be at risk for this disease. Paediatric Research 
at Canberra Hospital is participating in studies 
monitoring the risk of Diabetes in relatives of T1D 
individuals and is offering an opportunity for you or 
your child to participate. 

Please contact the Paediatric Research and Clinical 
Trials Unit at The Canberra Hospital on 61747600 
for more information. 

This study has been approved by the ACT Health 
Human Research Ethics Committee 

 

 

 

James Turrell Retrospective 
Exhibition  

The James Turrell retrospective exhibition at the 
National Gallery Australia was truly an amazing 
experience for two art classes, Faye Ugrinov 
(English teacher), Peter Smith (Science teacher) and 
Anne Thirion (Visual Art). 

 

“Turrell, who studied as an aeronautical engineer, 
has been experimenting and constructing ganzfelds 
for some time and the new installation in Canberra, 
Virtuality squared (2014) is his largest and most 
ambitious to date. As you enter a light-filled room 
you experience a sense of weightlessness as your 
eyes are deceived and colours seem to change in 
intensity and solid material forms dissolve into 
space. It is exceptionally effective as you are drawn 
into a transcendental state while overlooking the 
void. 

James Turrell’s exhibition is essentially an 
exploration into the psycho-physical qualities of 
light, colour and space and how this has an impact 
on an individual’s perception of self and the 
surrounding world.” 

Sasha Grishin Experiments with light: James Turrell 
dazzles at the National Gallery of Australia. 

Anne Thirion 
Art Teacher 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.canberratimes.com.au/act-news/canberras-musicians-flock-to-x-factor-auditions-20150306-13x6h2.html
http://www.canberratimes.com.au/act-news/canberras-musicians-flock-to-x-factor-auditions-20150306-13x6h2.html
http://www.canberratimes.com.au/act-news/canberras-musicians-flock-to-x-factor-auditions-20150306-13x6h2.html
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SPORTS NEWS 

ACT Junior Tennis Championships 

(Dimitri Morogiannis - Erindale College Student 
pictured 2nd from the right) 

 

ACT Water polo  

Congratulations to the students who represented 
Erindale in the ACT Water Polo competition on 
Friday 6 March. 

It was a great afternoon for all involved. Our first 
game was against a combined Lake G and Lake T 
team. The opening goal was against Erindale after 
Charlie was excluded for pulling on an opponent’s 
leg! But it was all Erindale from here on; with three 
goals to Lochie, some super saves from Travis and 
Bec sealed it up with a final goal to win 4 – 1. 

 

The final match was against Narrabundah. Again it 
started with the opposition providing plenty of 
heat. Some awesome saves from Lochie, Travis, 
Charlie and Bec helped to hold them out, but 
eventually Narrabundah found the back of the net! 
The next four goals went to Erindale with Connor 
scoring 2, Lochie and Bec both scoring also. 
Narrabundah scored the final goal, but Erindale 
were too strong (4 – 2), defending their title to be 
ACT champions. 

Congratulations to all involved: Hannah Fursman, 
Kate Kichenside, Dylan Weir, Lucy Rowland, Deean 
Lord, Connor Hawthorn, Lochie Phillips, Travis Elliot, 
Ben Buchanan, Charlie Rogers, Bec McCoy. 

AFL Squad meet Giants 

On 18 February the AFL Squad was fortunate to 
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have spent time with Giants Co-Captain Phil Davis 
and Star player Stephen Cognilio. The players put 
the students through some drills, commenting on 
their talent and enthusiasm, and then answered 
many questions relevant to the development of 
aspiring AFL players.  

 
 

Georgia Baff - Snowboarding 

Georgia Baff recently returned from Canada having 
competed in a number of Snowboarding races 
including the NorAm in which she finished 9th (she 
was the highest ranking Australian).  

Georgia has been officially invited to join the 
Australian team for the Junior World 
Championships in China in March. [See breaking 
News story on page 12] 

Also a member of the NSW Institute of Sport, 
Georgia is on track at this stage in her efforts 
towards making the 2018 Winter Olympics. 

Frew gets a boost with GT 

Australian mountain biker, Jackson Frew has 
received some welcome news ahead of the Oceania 
Championships and National Series in Toowoomba, 
in Queensland this weekend. Despite being only 16, 
the Canberra rider has recently signed with GT bikes 

giving the young hopeful a boost to his mountain 
biking career.  

 

The former Marist student has also moved to the 
Talented Sport Program at Erindale College in 
Canberra to help support his passion for cycling.  
Frew started competing in BMX at 6 years of age 
and moved across to mountain biking after a family 
holiday in Whistler in 2007. 

“Back then I had no idea what downhill was really 
about,” said Frew. “I had seen magazines and I had 
heard of some great Aussies riders, but when 
Caroline (Buchanan) took me up the Whistler 
mountain, I rode ALINE and I was hooked! I have 
never looked back.  

“I have been very lucky 
to have had great 
guidance from some 
exceptionally talented 
mountain bike riders 
and support from great 
local bike stores in 
Canberra,” added Frew. 

This year marks his first 
year in junior and he is 
hopeful of being selected for the Australian team to 
compete internationally. 

“This is serious for me,” explained Frew. “My 
partnership with GT, an iconic bike and brand is the 
next step. I am so impressed with the geometry of 
the bike and the SRAM gear, Enve wheels it’s 
fantastic. My bike is beautiful!” 

Frew has been World Plate holder in BMX and in 
mountain biking he was crowned “Prince of 
Crankworks” in Whistler in 2013 and will be aiming 
for a podium finish this week in both the Oceanic 
Championships and in the final round if the National 
Mountain Bike Series. He then will prepare for the 
upcoming National Championships in Bright in 
Victoria in March.  
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Australian Youth Rugby 7’s 

Congratulations to Harry Leddy who has been 
selected in the Australian Youth Rugby 7’s squad. 
He has been invited to the Australian 7’s 
headquarters in Narrabeen next month to further 
demonstrate his skills and possibly a chance to play 
in the Youth Commonwealth Games in Samoa.  

 

 

Australian A Oztag team 

Congratulations to Bayley Loughhead who has been 
selected in the Australian A Oztag team. He has 
been invited to attend 2 upcoming camps in 
preparation for the World Cup at the end of the 
year. 

 

 

Annual College Rugby 7’s Carnival  

On 4 March the Brumbies held their annual college 
Rugby 7’s carnival. Erindale entered 2 boys and 2 
girls teams which was by far the largest 
participation by any school. For the boys it was a 
day of competitive Rugby with our team 
unfortunately losing in the final to Canberra 
College. Luckily finishing second still progresses 
them through to the next stage. 

For the girls it was a day of laughter and trying 
something new. Both our girls teams managed to 

make the semi-finals but the draw pitched them 
against each other in an effort to reach the final. 
The eventual winner of that game took out the day 
and Erindale is now the ACT Girls 7’s champions.  

 

Daniel Hawke 
Physical Education Teacher 

Mountain Biking 

High praise is given to Sian A’Hern and Jackson Frew 
who have been competing in the Subaru National 
Series for Mountain Biking. 

Recently Sian finished 2nd in the U19’s Thredbo race 
which moved her into first place within the Series.  

Jackson finished 3rd in U19’s and currently sits 3rd in 
the National Series. 

The next race is in Toowoomba. 

 
Sian A’Hern 
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Junior Brumbies fly to Perth 

Congratulations to Erindale’s 4 Junior Brumbies who 
flew to Perth last weekend to play against Western 
Australia in the final of the Junior Gold Cup. David 
Stewart, Sok Maine, Jack Gilmour and Sione Fualalo 
have all sacrificed a large amount of their summer 
to train and compete in this national tournament. 
They defeated Melbourne in the semi-final at UC to 
qualify for the grand final in Perth, resulting in 
Under 17s winning 17-15 with a close loss for Under 
15s going down 29-22. 

 

Erindale College taps into new 
rugby league market and claims 
Nines tournament title 

 

Hopeful: New Erindale College players, from left, Todd 
Jamieson, 16 (WA); Elijah Simpson, 16 (NT); Tyler Black, 16 (SA) 
and Harry Leddy, 18 (WA). Photo: Jamila Toderas  

Erindale College is breaking new ground to find the 
next NRL star, recruiting players from non-
traditional rugby league breeding grounds to 
bolster their ranks and foster future talent. 

The move to recruit players from Darwin, Perth and 
Adelaide has paid immediate dividends, with the 
Erindale under-18s team winning a Nines 
tournament in Canberra on Wednesday. 

Coach Matt Adams has been looking out for talent 
for the past two years, scouting the best players at 
the national junior championships and offering 
them a spot at Erindale. 

For 16-year-old lock Elijah Simpson, it meant 
moving away from his family in Darwin to Canberra 
where he hopes he can launch his NRL dreams. 

Erindale now boasts four players - Simpson 
(Darwin), Harry Leddy and Todd Jamison (Perth) and 
Tyler Black (Adelaide) - who have relocated to chase 
their rugby league goals. 

"It's been a bit tough the first couple of weeks, but 
I'm starting to settle in," Simpson said. 

"I wanted to further my career and education. I 
wanted to get out of Darwin to further my chances 
of getting somewhere in rugby league. 

"It's hard to get into it up there [in Darwin]. Most 
guys play Aussie rules and Canberra's a bit of a 
stepping stone for me. Once you hit the age of 15 
you've got to make a choice between sports. I chose 
rugby league." 

Erindale beat Illawarra Sports High 15-11 in the final 
to claim back-to-back Nines titles in the 
competition's second year, with 10 teams from 
around Canberra and NSW fighting for the trophy. 

Erindale was undefeated in six games and Adams 
believes their interstate recruiting will help lift the 
level of rugby league in Canberra. 

Halfback Leddy moved to Canberra last year and 
has been promoted to captain, while Black and 
Jamison are finding their feet in the school side. 

The NRL is trying to push into new markets, with 
teams shifting regular season games to Darwin and 
Perth with the aim of rugby league becoming a truly 
national sport. 

But the failed franchises of the Western Reds and 
Adelaide Rams have left holes in pathways for 
juniors outside of traditional breeding grounds in 
NSW and Queensland. 

"It's slowly happening, guys are starting to get into 
rugby league from different areas and they're not 
too far off the mark," Adams said. 

"A lot of it is just giving them some exposure. The 
boys just love all their mates who play rugby league 
as well, but back in Darwin or Perth, half play AFL 
and the rest play something different. 

"I think we can tap into that market. All of the kids 
have put in the money to relocate themselves and 
hopefully get the rewards." 
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Breaking News…. 

Georgia Baff has recently returned from the Junior 
World Championships in China. Georgia is a 
Snowboarder and is a member of the NSW Institute 
of Sports (NSWIS). She lives in Jindabyne and 
commutes to Erindale most days of the week. 

 

She is an elite athlete who spends large amounts of 
time competing nationally and internationally. The 
support shown to Georgia from Erindale staff is 
much appreciated by Georgia and her family. Her 
mother wished to thank her teachers and the 
Erindale P&C for their support. 

Pictured above (3rd from the right) after finishing 4th 
in the Junior World Championships in China, 
Georgia has now earned a spot on the World Cup 
circuit! This has been a goal for hers and puts her 
future goal of Olympic representation firmly in her 
sights.  

This photo includes 6 International Athletes (2 
French girls, a Canadian, our Australian, followed by 
an Italian and a Russian) on the podium. The event 
mirrored a Winter Olympics style event with 
National Anthems, flowers, and a huge crowd. 

Well done Georgia. 

Reclaiming the gold: ACT players to 
lead world championship campaign 

CEO of Softball ACT, Kim McGovern has announced 
that five ACT players have been selected to lead the 
Australian Open Men’s Softball team in their 
campaign for gold at the World Championship to be 
held in Saskatoon, Canada in June.  

Adam Folkard, Andrew Kirkpatrick, Nick Norton and 
Zenon Winters are key players within the Aussie 
Steelers team, all having played in the last two 
world championships.  

Rookie Aussie draft, 17 year old Josh McGovern, an 
Erindale College Talented Sports Program student, 
was named as a non-travelling reserve.  

“This is quite an 
achievement for such 
a young player,” said 
Steelers Head Coach, 
Laing Harrow. “At just 
17 years old, Josh is 
the youngest player 
ever to have been 
selected into the 
Steelers team”. 

Winters also made 
special mention of 
McGovern. 

“Josh is going to be the best player in Australia in 
the coming years. I can see him playing ten world 
championships, he’s got a great attitude and is 
incredibly talented,” Winters said. 

Harrow agreed: “Josh had an absolutely outstanding 
nationals and really proved himself. He can play 
quite a few positions, so in the event of an injury it’s 
great to have that sort of versatility in the team.” 

The team will leave for Canada in June where they 
will play two weeks of exhibition games to prepare 
themselves for the World Championships.  

Kirkpatrick summed up the attitude of all four to 
the upcoming titles: “We’re aiming for a gold medal 
– anything else, we’ll be disappointed.” 

 

Kim McGovern 

A/g CEO Softball ACT  
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Message to families of high-
school and college students 
from the National Disability 
Insurance Agency 

Dear Families 

The National Disability Insurance Agency (NDIA) has 
started working with ACT residents who may be 
eligible to access the NDIS. The schedule for when 
people start working with the NDIS is referred to as 
‘phasing’.   

The current phase, January-March, is for students in 
years 7-12. From March, the NDIA will be focussing 
on primary school age children. 

In order to meet with the NDIA to see how we may 
help you and your child, you must submit an NDIS 
Access Request Form. 

In November and December 2014, the NDIA phoned 
the families of every child in years 7-12 accessing a 
Disability Education program then posted or 
emailed the forms to each of those families. So far, 
we have not had all the forms returned. 

If you have an NDIS Access Request Form, please 
complete this paperwork and return it to the NDIA 
as quickly as possible so you can meet with us 
before the end of the phasing period. If you need 
help to complete the forms or have any questions 
about the NDIS, please ring the ACT office on 6146 
8200. 

The NDIA is also running pre-planning workshops – 
a schedule is on the NDIS website 
http://www.ndis.gov.au/news/events.  

More information on the NDIS can be found on the 
NDIS website www.ndis.gov.au 

Engagement Team - ACT Trial Site 

National Disability Insurance Agency 

Do not pick or eat any wild 
mushrooms! 

ACT Chief Health Officer is reminding the 
community not to touch, pick or eat any wild 
mushrooms found growing in and around the ACT. 
The Death Cap mushroom can easily be confused 
with edible wild mushrooms.   

In Canberra, Death Cap mushrooms grow mainly 
near established oak trees in mild, moist weather 
typically observed in late summer and autumn. 

All parts of the mushroom are poisonous and 
consuming even a small amount of the mushroom 
can be fatal. Cooking the mushroom does not make 
it safe to eat. Anyone who suspects that they may 
have eaten Death Cap mushrooms should seek 
urgent medical attention at a hospital emergency 
department.  

It is advised that people remain vigilant and remind 
friends and family who are visiting or new to 
Canberra not to touch, pick or eat any wild 
mushrooms. For safety, all mushrooms should be 
purchased from a reputable supplier. 

If you see wild mushrooms in public areas, call 
Canberra Connect on 13 22 81. 

A fact sheet providing information about the Death 
Cap mushroom is available online at 
http://www.health.act.gov.au/datapublications/fact-

sheets/environmental-health.   

Authorised by Paul Kelly Chief Health Officer, Population 
Health, Health Directorate 

 

The Smith Family Woden Store 

BUYING IS GIVING 

DID YOU KNOW THAT EVERY PURCHASE FROM THE 
SMITH FAMILY STORE SUPPORTS PROGRAMS TO 

HELP DISADVANTAGED CHILDREN TO SUCCEED AT 
SCHOOL? 

There is something for everyone at The Smith 
Family Woden Store, located at 4 Easty St, Philip 
ACT (Cnr Launceston and Easty St). At The Smith 
Family stores, buying is giving because all proceeds 
we make from the sale of clothing donations go 
directly to learning programs for disadvantaged 
children supported by The Smith Family.  

The Smith Family is a national children’s charity that 
helps disadvantaged young Australians to succeed 
at school, to prevent them from experiencing a 
lifetime of poverty.  

For more information visit 
thesmithfamily.com.au/recycling    

http://www.ndis.gov.au/news/events
http://www.ndis.gov.au/
http://www.health.act.gov.au/datapublications/fact-sheets/environmental-health
http://www.health.act.gov.au/datapublications/fact-sheets/environmental-health
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Important dates to remember: 

 3 April Good Friday 

 6 April Easter Monday 

 9 April Parent Teacher Evening 4-7pm 

 10 April last day Term 1 

 27 April Anzac Day Holiday 

 28 April first day Term 2 

 
 


